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ABSTRACT

The Criteria Underlying the Selection and Arrangement
of Figures in Samguksagi, “Biographies” Book 8

Um, Ki Young

This article examines the criteria underlying the selection and
arrangement of figures in Samguksagi(=FI45t), “Biographies (3I{d)
Book 8. The compilers referred to the XinTangshu(#E) categories of
“Filial and Fraternal Piety (Z2%), “Recluses’([&:%), “Exemplary Officials’
(1§95), "Literature and the Arts’(32#%), and "Exemplary Women'(31%).
Thus, Hyangdeok([ff#) and Seonggak (%) were classified under filial
and fraternal piety; Silhye(H%), Mulgyeja(ZJFfE+), and Baekgyeol-
seonsaeng(E#5764) under recluses; Geomgun(#J%) under exemplary
officials; Kim Saeng(4:4:) and Solgeo(#JH) under literature and the
arts: and Jieun(#18), Lady Seol (i#X%), and Domi’s wife (%FifiZ¥) under
exemplary women.

This classification clarifies why “The Biography of the Filial Daughter
Jieun” was not grouped with Hyangdeok and Seonggak, and reveals how
Baekgyeol-seonsaeng and Geomgun were typologically perceived.
Furthermore, the fact that figures corresponding to “Confucian Scholars”
({E#)—Kangsu(# 1), Choe Chiwon(#3#), and Seol Chong(##lk)—
were placed separately in Book 6 demonstrates that while Samguksagi
drew upon the XinTangshu, it did not adopt its structure wholesale.

Within each category, ordering followed own principles. For filial piety,
Hyangdeok precedes Seonggak not only because of chronological priority
but also because his conduct became a model. For recluses, the sequence
of Silhye, Mulgyeja, and Baekgyeol-seonsaeng reflects political conflicts,
the role of music, and differing modes and ideological orientations of
recluses, rather than simple chronology. In the case of literature and the

arts, Kim Saeng precedes Solgeo in accordance with the East Asian
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cultural tradition that valued calligraphy above painting, as illustrated
in the anecdote of a Goryeo(##) envoy proudly discussing Kim's
calligraphy with Song(:f) officials. Finally, the placement of Jieun, Lady
Seol, and Domi's wife reflects Confucian prescriptions governing women's
conduct across life stages—before marriage, during betrothal, and after

marriage—revealing the compilers’ Confucian construction of womanhood.

Samguksagi( =B 52 5t), Biographies(511&), XinTangshu($TES), Selection
and Arrangement of Figures, Confucianism(fEz%)
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