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ABSTRACT

A Study of Cheon Habek, a Lower—Class Female Hero
in Namgarok (Fifis%)

- Focusing on the Process of Establishing Her Status
within the Patriarchal Order

Park, Hea-in

This article examines CheonHabeak in Namgarok, a Long Novel
Written in Classical Chinese, in order to explore how a Lower-Class
Female Hero secures and consolidates her position within a patriarchal
society. As a Female Character who is simultaneously a Lower-Class
Woman, CheonHabeak embodies the tension between social marginality
and heroic agency.

In Namgarok, CheonHabeak first appears as one of three sisters living
as bandits in the Oknyosan region, positioning her outside the
patriarchal order. Although she demonstrates the qualities of a Female
Hero, the narrative frames her and her sisters as women seeking marital
ties with established male heroes. Consequently, their final reward
culminates in their becoming secondary wives to elite male figures. In
this context, concubinage functions as the only institutional position
through which a Lower-Class Woman can be incorporated into the
patriarchal system, while remaining an inherently unstable and socially
vulnerable status.

In the latter half of the narrative, however, CheonHabeak transcends
this limited position. After the death of her husband, Choi Seokhong,
she succeeds him as Grand Commander and emerges as both savior and
leader. Through these achievements, she receives apologies from royal
and elite male figures, thereby attaining full recognition within the
patriarchal order and inheriting her husband's authority.

Thus, in Namgarok, CheonHabeak rises from a marginalized Lower-
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Class Woman to a recognized Female Hero. Her practice of female virtue
(yeol) is not merely an act of submission but a strategic performance
that enables her to appropriate upper-class authority and normative
values. By mobilizing her heroic competence alongside the symbolic
authority of male power, CheonHabeak consolidates her status within
the existing system. Although she appears to be absorbed into the
patriarchal family structure, she simultaneously exposes its ideological
tensions, demonstrating the narrative possibility for a Lower-Class

Female Hero to be acknowledged as a legitimate heroic subject.

Namgarok, Long Novel Written in Classical Chinese, CheonHabeak,
Lower-Class Female Hero, Lower-Class Woman, Female Hero, Female
Character
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