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» Abstract

A Study on Tradition Discourses in Korean Modern
Drama during 1980s

Back, Hyun-mi

The concept about tradition has changed as society changes. In this study, I examined
tradition discourses brought in Korean modern drama during 1980s, focusing on the
subjects, the objects, the contents, and the modernity in tradition discousses.

There were many subjects discussing tradition. Government stressed upbringing of
festival based on traditional culture at the local districts. Scholars focused on not only folk
play but Gut, Pansori, and various rituals. Drama critics had diverse opinions about
Madang Theater.

Madang Theater were developed using the methods and contents that was extracted
from folk drama. It was people ~based drama that pursued the change of society for the
people by the people. It was different from the other dramas in the respect. The other
dramas except Madang Theater tended to express national emotion that were general and
universal.

The objects of tradition discourses during 1980s contained Changguk, newly created
Pansori, Madang Play. The expert capacity about traditional play was important in those
plays. But the bases in the development of those plays were different from each others.
Changguk was developed by the support of the government and a newspaper publishing
company called Donga, Madang Play by the support of the broadcasting company called
MBC, and newly created Pansori by radical theater artists.
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The tradition played important roles in establishing the subjectivity in Korean modern

drama. The tradition discourses during 1980s reflexed nationalistic viewpoint that was

developed to overcome the west —oriented modernity among the third world.

TR0 HSEE, Z0HA, 1980d, 0iE=, =X




