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» Abstract

A Study on the Meaning of “Reconciliation” in

<A Thousand Year Prisoner > by Oh, Tae—Seok

Kim, Yun -jeong

The aim of this thesis is to examine how reconciliation is accomplished in <A
Thousand Year Prisoner >(FA%1 2] %)), which is Oh, Tae ~Seok's main theme in his
plays dealing with historical events.

Oh, Tae-Seok( 2-ENAY) is considered as a writer who thinks of plays as a recreation
which is full of imagination. He has a talent for introducing various topics, for example,
unstable lives in modemn times, Korean classical works, confucian tradition conflicts,
antisocial attitudes, historical events into plays.

He has tried to make Korean matters dramatized since 1970's. He supposes Korean
history to be filled with tears and hardships, and revives heartbuming( 1, our nation's
traditional wisdom, through which Koreans have overcome many hardships.

His works often deal with deeply hust wounds resulting from many conflicts in our
history. These scars are showed by unjust deaths in his works. But Korean people have
a peculiar tradition that sorrow is ironically overcome, not by funerals but by festivals.
“Brorcism(7%) is a traditional custom to appease dead people’s hatred and to reconcile
living persons with dead persons.

Interestingly, though Oh, Tae -Seok has used an exorcism as a way to settle conflicts
in his plays, he has focused on a persecutor rather than a sufferer. In <A Thousand Year

Prisoner >, his outlook is broaden from Korean War to Kwangju Democratization Struggle
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in 1980, but his vision emphasizing the situation of wrongdoers is still relevant.
Another distinguishing feature in his plays about historical events is that his viewpoint
of history is very subjective. Though a writer has freedom to translate and construct
historical facts in his own way, but his understanding should not be far away from
historical truths. If a writer tries to make peace by an exorcism, and if he distorts
historical facts, his try naturally tends to have limits. It can not bring out a true
reconciliation, though it uses an exordsm as a frame, which most korean people
sympathize easily. Maybe this result comes from his focus on around —persons in the flow

of history. ‘This tendency can be seen in his resent play, <A Lost River >(S101H T 7,

FH0] : ThoHAL, 2, SHE, EloH, A}

A diondrgsd
AR 17 2002 3 €15 -8
AAAA = 200289 3€ 30LAH A3 9)




