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Abstract

The Historical Play and its Implication in the Late Colonial Period in Korea
~ In the Case of Ham Sae-dik's <The Falling Petals Rock(&TEE)> -

Lee, Hwa—jin

The purpose of this study is to examine the implication of the historical play in the
late colonial period in Korea through the case of Ham Sae—dilk's <The Falling Peials Rock
(elEs)>.

There was a boom of the historical plays during that time. It was the historical story
about the fall of Back—Je(Fi{/%, B.C18~A.D.660) that appealed to the colonized's
popular sentiments for the history of the past (eg. ‘nostalgia’, ‘indignation’, ‘self—pity’
and so forth).

Ham Sac—dilk wrote the historical play <The Falling Petals Rock(V%1E%5)>, which
made the audience confuse the fall of the royal family with that of the nation. It
represented that the incompetency of the kingfthe father Eui—jah(FERETE, 2~660) was
solely responsible for the fall of Back—Je. Through the narrative of the fall of a nation,
the colonized Korean mythicized themselves as the weak nation harassed by the
aggressions from the others for a long time. It made them reproduce the self—identity
repeatedly. <The Falling Petals Rock(P&(E%7)> stands in that context.

The tone of sorrow and the dramatic tension in this play are highly elated by the
female characters. The women could enter the nation only if they died sublimely for their
nation. The audience's emotion might be uplifted to the highest degree especially at the

final scene in which the 3,000 court ladies threw themselves in the river. Then they might
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regard the nation as the petals, the dying for the nation as the beauty. That concealed
the violence implied in the metaphor of ‘the falling petals’. After all, the colonized people
might renovate themselves into the Japanese imperial nation.

During the late colonial period, the many playwrights and the producers represented
the colonized's national history in the stage. In many case, those plays were grounded on
the nation(J%) emotion, nevertheless those were paradoxically occupied by the

“nationalization ([ 1)” project of the Japanese fascism regime.

FHO] 1 HALS, HiH| BYAL HSH 2IF A, A oAE MA, I8 2HE7|

Key Words : historical play, the narrative of the fall of Baek-Je, the colonized's popular

sentiments, the Japanese fascism regime, nationalization




