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m Abstract

A Study on Park, Young-ho's Play Sandseii (Wild Boar)

Lee, Jai-myung

This is a research study on the dramatist Park, Young-Ho, one of Korea's most prolific
pre-liberation dramatists, with special focus on his representative work Sandoeji (Wild
Boar). During my research at Harvard University's Yenching Library in 2001, I was able
to find a substantial number of original manuscripts from the later part of the Japanese
occupation period, including the original manuscript for Sandoeji.

In 1930, Park began his career as member of amateur theatrical company in Wonsan,
At the time, Park had embraced the tenets of socialism. In order to propagate the
socialist ideology to the populace, Park joined "Chosun yonkoogsa' and "Yonkoog sijang’,
two of the representative theatrical companies at the time, Park's notoriety as a socialist
dramatist was secured during his tenure at such theatrical companies as "Choongang
mudae”, "Kohyup", and"Sungkoon". His representative works during this phase of his
career include Kaewha Chunya, Jungorl, deungjan Bul, Sandocji, and Death of Kim
Okkuun. Following the Liberation of 1945, he went over to North Korea, leaving behind
noted socialist works such as North latitude 38 and Nim. In the North, Park served as
Chairman of "the Alliance of North Korean Dramatist”, abruptly ending his dramatic
career in 1952, His death still remain a mystery today.

Sandoeji was actually submitted to "the First Drama Competition” organized by the
occupying Japanese.  Contrary to previous expectations, dose examination of the text
revealed little in the way of projapanese sentiments. The play, which begins and ends
with a traditional Korean rite, secks to promote communal consciousness. Other aspects of

Sandoeji include a tight plot structure, detailed characterization, establishment and
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maintenance of conflict, use of dramatic irony, escalating suspense, and the use of
subplots.

This critical analysis of Sandoeji may hopefully contribute to reestablishing Park,
Young-Ho is his rightful place in the history of modern Korean drama, and also serve as
the impetus for renewed scholastic interest in Sandoeji as well as other works by Park,

Young-Ho.
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