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Abstract

A Study on adaption of Byungjasanin

Kim, Jae-suk

Jo, Eil-ae's  Byungjasamin was well known as the first Korean play published in the
mass media. But Byungiasamin is not originally creation but adaption of Japanese work,
Usnngyeoulpae .

Usingyenlpae  has  the strong  conservatism  of Japanese Sinpa-drama. The title,
Usingyeoulpae  means the theory of the survival of the fittest which was the basic policy of
the Japanese Meiji government. According to the theory which was shown in  Usingyewlpar
it is natural for strong and able nation to dominate the weak nation. Though this theory
controled in the Meiji-society, Japanese men thought that it should not happen at home.
So Umngyeulpae  ends in the result that able wives admitted their mistakes and asked
forgiveness of their husbands, which reflects the conservative viewpoint of Japanese men
dearly.

Usingyenulpae  is the very important work in Japan, in that it showed well the aspects
of Meiji- society and the duplicity of Japanese men to women. However the Korean
adaption in 1912 was weakened in this viewpoint and became one of the ordinary plays.
The reason was that Korean audience could not understand the theory of the survival of
the fittest as realistically as Japanese. Jo, Eiljae was worried about that the distinguishing
characteristic of Usmgyesnlpae causing the audience to laugh could not have such an effect
on Korean audience, so he changed the title into Bymgiaamin . And in the process of
adapting, the women characters became more radical compared with the original, which

made the Korean audience think that women's mistakes were bigger, so the comic reverse



in the catastrophe of play came to be weakened.

In result, Byungjasamin lost the social context of the original and remained as an
interesting play. Nevertheless this work is considered as a very important work in the
history of Korean plays, in that it opened the opportunity that plays could be published
in mass-media like other literary works and confirmed the fact that Japanese Sinpa-dramas

keeping on coming into Korea since the enlightened age were settled down.

Key words: Jo Elljag, Byungiasamin , Usungyeoupae , Sinpa in Korea, Sinpa in Japan,
adaption
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