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Abstract

A Silent Film Arirang, and Censorship

—Focusing on the Impact of Censorship for Arrang and Restoring Possibility
of its Criginal Form-

Sin, Won-seon

During the colonial period, the Japanese Empire put severe repression on performing
art. In particular, genres such as scenatios that were assumed to be performed were
greatly smashed.

Na, Ungyus silent film Arirang implanted anti-Japanese sentiment and national
consciousness into people under the occupation of the Japanese Imperialism in a natural
way using indirect metaphors and symbols.

The fact that Na, Ungyu created such works that contain strong national consciousness
and anti—Japanese sentiment under the severest repression of the Japanese imperialism is
the most valuable accomplishment in our performing literature during the colonial period.

At the time of year 1926 when the silent film, Arirnag was on show, it was
in the period that imperialist Japan started to fundamentally carry out censorship for
films. At this time, Na, Ungyu's ways of using various metaphors and symbolism to
avoid Japanese censorship played a role not only in bringing an artistic completion to
the film, Arirang but in taking a step of our film forward as well.

In particular, the metaphoric lines and symbols that Na, Ungyu had used in his
Arirang to avoid the censorship has the very difference that distinguishes Na, Ungyu's
Arirang from other Arirangs that were restored and on show after Japanese
[mperialism. Accordingly, the study focused on explanatory scripts of other Arirangs

regarding whether they used ways of lines and expressions to avoid censorship at the
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time, as a fundamental data for restoring the silent film Arirang that was on show in
1926. Based on this, I examined to compare explanatory scripts of Arirang that have
been handed down in a bit different manner.

As a result, it was found that there was a difference in the sequence of scripts and
in partial contents, and assumed that a basic structure of Na, Ungyu's silent film,
Arirang that were on show in 1926. However, since Arirang's film and its original
script is now unavailable at the present time, it still remains as questions whether and

how much the facts of his Arirang can be precisely approached to bring to light.

Key words : Na, Ungyu, silent film Arirang, censorship, anti -Japanese, restoring of its
original forms
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