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Abstract

Theatrical Risorgimento Dreaming Continuance of Chosun

- Centering around national theatre, which dealt with history, in 1940s -

Park, Noh-hyun

National theatre is pro-Japanese theatre. This proposition available only in Korea has been
a basis of judgment whenever narional theatres in 1940s are read because national theatre at
that time ,from a national point of view, abandoned its identity and relied on Japan.
Contrary to evaluation up to the present, however, National theatre was not in opposition
to history and nation, but an 'attempt’ to 'continue' Chasun and the people of Chasun that
came to an extinct crisis by a convulsion of the world situation in 1940s. The attempt was
prominent in national theatre, which dealt with history, stressing familiarity with and
contribution to Japan by reconstructing history of Chasun.

Yung Song fabricated memory of the Chosuz Dynasty. In his Yakwh, he aiticized the
modern age and the pre-modern age, supported an entry into the post-modern age,
Dung-Ab-Gong-Yang , and emphasized a national history of Chusun and Japan that was based
on loyalty and piety. So in his Kim-Sabat, he denied the Chosun Dynasty, a society centering
on noblemen, brought the value of common men and women in Chawr who went to meet
a new age into relief; in his Sk Sahimdang, be said that Chesun was the motherhood of the
Orient producing loyalty and piety by eradicating manhood of Chusun and raising womanhood
of it.

Se-Duk Hahm paid attention to describing the history of the restoration that Baebfe and
Shills were a national history of Nae-Sun-ll-Che . In his Nahbhuwa-abm , he plausibly described
the needs of the times, that is, co-prosperity by national defense and national defense for

co-prosperity by dealing with the fall of Baie; in his Ubmilljong , not only did he admit the
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suptemacy of Japan, but he emphasized that it was accumulated for a long time; he intended
to disclose intimacy between Choswn and Japan and Chosun's contribution to Japan.

Yung Song's and Se-duk Hahm's national theatres which dealt with history were creatures
of spontaneous and active pro-Japan. They considered the reorganization of the East Asia
with priority given to Japan as the stream not able to row against; so if inevitable was being
adopted as people of Japan, they wanted Chosun not to be a featureless section of Japan but
to be indispensable one for forming an empire. It was an unavoidable decision for
maintaining their identity by continuing in peoples despite the abandonment of a state
because of an extinct crisis, namely, the disappearance of the nation and the absence of
peoples. After all, Yung Song's and Se-duk Hahm's national theatres which dealt with history
were varietal theatrical Risorgimentos dreaming a nation because they intended to support
Chosn by means of being a valuable section of Dung-Ab-Gong-Yamg  with memory/oblivion and

deletion/restoration of the history of Chosin.

Key words : national theatre, pro-Japanese theatre, historical play, the Chosunese one,

memory/oblivion, deletion/restoration, Risorgimento
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