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Abstract

An Examination on Methods of Securing Reality in TV Dramas

- Focus on KBS Mini-series <I'm sorry, I love you>

Yun, Sukjin

As TV dramas are directly connected to the characteristic of television as realistic
video, “reality’ has secured a place as one of the most important criteria in evaluating TV
dramas. Rather than accepting TV dramas as a form of art, it is recognized as a means
of education and enlightening, which means that the moral responsibilities which humans
must face can be learned through TV dramas. However, due to the characteristic that
Reality' in TV dramas is a combination of an everyday medium of "Television' with the
artistic form of 'Drama), it is a terminology where its concept is difficult to define in one
word. Regardless of this, there is a need to examine how TV dramas secure realism in
order to better secure its position as a form of art.

This thesis will examine how reality is secured in the KBS mini-series <I'm Sorry, I
love you>, the contents of which are hard to come across in actual reality. This drama,
which places a man abandoned as a baby and becomes adopted overseas, as its main
character, was unrealistic to the extent that the writers themselves confessed to feeling
"inwardly embarrassed at its lack of realism”. However, the viewers of this drama felt it
to be a realistic story, even pondering on the adoption problems seen in reality.

The reason why viewers received the unrealistic story of <I'm sorry, I love you> as
a realistic one is due to their compassionate emotions regarding 'unfortunate situations' and
'tragic characters'. The compassion from viewers for the 'physical * emotional shortcomings'

of the 'tragic characters placed in 'unfortunate situations' and developed through devices
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such as 'parallel editing + mise-en-scene + dramatic irony' fills the gap between 'reality’ and
'unreality’ and changes an unrealistic story into a realistic one, In this way, the realism of
TV dramas are not secured through their reemergence in the real world, but rather
depends upon the emotional reactions of the viewers watching the drama.

In conclusion, among the many factors comprising a drama, the realism of TV dramas
is decided in accordance to the truthfulness of dramatic situations based upon the
probability of the behaviors of the appearing characters. In other words, if the actions of
appearing characters carry plausibility and the truthfulness in dramatic situations s
secured, the viewer will accept even extreme situations and postulated circumstances and

enjoy the TV drama.

Key words : the redlity of TV drama, <I'm sorty, | love you>, the truthfulness of

dramatic situations, parallel editing, dramatic irony
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