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» Abstract

Modern Imagination of Melodrama

—focusing on Sinpa —guk in 1910s of Colony Korea-

Lee, Seung -hee

I try to view Sinpa —guk of 1910s in Korea as melodrama in terms of style. According
to Peter Brooks, melodrama is a modern project which purpose to perceive and imagine
spirit in de-sanctified wordd of Europe after the French Revolution. The term of
melodrama has been used in studies on Sinpa—guk without considering historical context
of its western origin. I think that Sinpa—guk as melodrama has not only common features
with that of Europe but also different ones caused in different historical contexts of colony
Korea with its home. I daim inherent both extremities of Sinpa—guk, like good/evil,
material desire/moral obligation, and pursuit/frustration of rising in status etc, are relative
to governmental ideologies of the colony state rather than ‘6ld " rhetoric of premodern
regime. In addition, these features can not be understood only as capitalist inclination
which make form of goods with every humane desire. Being seen as ‘0ld " rhetoric of
premodern regime in Sinpa —guk, of cousse, revealed unrest of colonial modern life, and
mean nostalgia to premodern values. Nevertheless, they became conspired with colonial
project for production of colonial modern subject which the colonial state continued to
intend to. Emphasis on modern education and obedience of legal institution, as common
motifs in Sinpa —guk, are expressed in this point very well. It suggests that premodern
values are transformed into virtues needed to colonial disciplinary power for making of

colonial modern subject. T call this transformation 'new naturalization” in a sens that
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Japanese government was tolerated as a given condition, eventually natural one. I also
gave attention to fact the most Sinpa—guk were adapted from Japanese origines. In
process of their adaptation, ideological conspiration became concealed and fragmented.
However, 1 think, for the very reason, their ideological effects was easy to be
internationalized. In short, though expressed anxieties of colonial modernity, Sinpa —guk in
1910s was a style that represented nostalgia to past and, at the same time, conspiracy of

approval for Japans colonialization statics.
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