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m Abstract

A Study on the play Byungjasamin(Three the Sick,
HE=N)

-focused on the aspects of the meanings which the theatrical space and
"the sick” motif are generating together-

Wioo, Su-jin

The play Bymgjasamin written by Jo, Il-Jae in 1912, is regarded as the first written
play in Korean modern theatrical history. However its originality has been largely
suspected and ignored because it smells of being the adaptation of some Japanese
Sinpa-theatre. But, even if the adaptation, it could have the semantic originality in the
specific historical and social context because of not being translation itself.

In this point of view, this thesis analyzed how the relation of the characters and the
dramatic events could be interpreted differently according to the each theatrical space-
"home", "Chosun enlightening”, "Chosun colonized'-, and how they are satirized to
generate the meanings differently by the medium of "the sick” motif. During the process
of analyzing, we could find the semantic originality of this play in the enlightening and
the colonial period of Korea.

First, in the space of "home", the comic situation is made by the inversion of the
patriarchal relations of husband and wife into "the struggles between the incapacious
husbands and capacious wives". Thus three husbands of the incapacity are satirized. And
by their own mimicry of the "the sick”, three husbands are satirized as the inadequate to

the age of the enlightenment. Moreover, the fact that the husbands come to be a scorn
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to the wives, prove that the premodern patriarchial order is satirized at the same time.

In the space of "Chosun enlightening”, the relations of the couples are extended to "the
relations of the modern New-style woman and the premodern Old-style man." However
in this space, the wrong image of the New-style Woman of capacity is satirized and
criticized reversely. Especially through the violence and despotism which drive the husbands
to "the sick", the pseudo-modernity of so—called New-style woman is disclosed.

In the space of "Chosun colonzed”, dramatic struggles between husband and wife are
extended to "the struggles between three couples of Chosun and the assistant policeman
of Japan." Through the appearance of "the assistant policeman” the dramatic world is
divided into the "Order=Sanity=the Absolute Good" and "Disorder=Insanity=the
Absolute Bad" strictly. Although the relations of the couples are returned to the existing
patriarchial one, this recovered order is at any rate disordinary and only show the colonial
wotld of the abnormality.

Above all, the last meanings focused on the "Chosun colonized" prove the semantic
originality which this play has in the colonial specific history and enlightening periodical
context. This analysis on the meanings of the play which could be interpreted variously
like this, would contribute toward the many-sided understandings of this play and could

be added or overcomed later.
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