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» Abstract

A Study on Korean Poetic drama in the 1920's
Yim, Seung-bin

1920's was the time when the first poetic drama was written in Korea. This fact is
very meaningful in the history of Korean literature because it was an outcome of the
native and spontaneous efforts of Korean literary world without the influence of Western
or Japanese literary style and theory, which were pervasive at that time in all forms of
Korean culture induding modern poetry.

With the advent of the Westernized theaters in the 1920's, such stage arts as P'ansori
in the form of a narrative musical opera, Chinese mask opera and Japanese poetic drama
were to some extent introduced in Korea. Korean poetic drama at that time was
characterized by the repetitive prosodic thythm(foot meter), symbolic metaphor, and irony.
However, it Jacked the dramatic quality and dealt mainly the sentimental romanticism like
love story and religious issues like christian faith or salvation.

In spite of these limitations and the defidency of literary accomplishments, Korean
poetic drama in the 1920's was of great significance in the development of Korean
literature, not only because it became a starting point of the poetic drama today, but also
because it was erupted by the internal aspiration and the need of Korean literary world

itself.
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