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» Abstract

A Study on Park, Young—ho's Drama

Kim, Hyang

Our study focused on analyzing In—gan I/~lun—g(The First House Number of Human
Beings )(1936) and  Deung ~jan ~bull Lamplight X1940) written by Park Young —ho who wrote
and performed his dramas between 1930 ~40.

They say that Park Young -ho wrote and translated 150 works being active in popular
theater groups, but only 10 works are currently extant. So we are left to study his
published works while searching for as yet undiscovered ones.

Park  Young ~ho advocated ‘Simultaneous theory' with Song Young, which
simultaneously incorporates popular appeal and artistic expression in the dramas. However,
some researchers have criticized Park's friendly attitude toward Japan and criticzed his
episodic structures.

However in our opinion, Park's attitude to Japan which appears in the dramas, is not
obsequious but, rather critical of Japan's policies. For instance, In—gan I/ ~bun —g(The First
House Number of Human Beings) depicts a laborer who lost his leg and is denied work in
the poor environment of colonial industrial society. Also, we can see the poor lives of
stateless people in the Desng —jan ~bullLamplight ). Although the story talks about
'Cooperation policy' by which Japan would make a new order through uniting all Asian
countries, we can get a critical awareness of colonialism. And Park's episodic structures
create a unique image of drama and show a critical ideology. So some researchers could
not help praising the delicate emotions of Park's dramas, although the structures are said
to be fragmentary.

We can apply Bernard Beckerman's theory and Sergei Mikhailovich Eisenstein's in order
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to distinguish the special characteristics of these dramas. Using these theories, we can shed
light on the aesthetic characteristics and social ideologies of these works, and they are
good tools to explain the author's consciousness regarding popular appeal and artistic
EXPIESSION.

Ultimately, we can see the image of conflict that comes about through quarreling
between characters in the In—gan I/-bun —gi(The First Howse Number of Human Beings ).
Woo-hoon mistreats and doubts Soon—e who is his wife and works as a waitress. And he
misunderstands the relation between Soon—e and Lee Seoung —nam who is his friend.
Woo-hoon, Soon —e and Lee Seoung —nam come into conflict as the result of unhealthy
passions. But doubt and such dark passions find their origin in the angst —ridden life of
lower class people in the colonial industrial society.

On the other hand, we can see 'mammonism’ and 'destruction of human relations' that
resule from betrayal in the Dewng —jan —bill Lamplight ). Characters tell of the causes of their
wandering, stateless lives and the wounds they have suffered from the betrayals they have
experienced. Some characters, due to mammonism, betray other characters out of greed
thus rupturting sympathetic emotional communication. Acoustic and visual images are
employed to show contra puntal harmony, and create irrational images, in other words to
bring a mood of instability to the stage.

It is interesting to note that the construction of In—gan Il -bun—gi(The First House
Number of Human Beings) and  Desng —jan —bul{Lamplight ) wtilize modes of traditional
Korean theatre which omits explanation, indudes jumps in the story, and so on. The
dispute between two characters in In—gan I/ ~bun—yi (The First House Number of Human Being )
is similar to what transpires in Tal -choom(Korean traditional Mask dance) and epic stories
in Dewng —jan ~billa lamplight) are similar to Gok—doo—gak ~si-no-reum(Korean traditional
puppet plays).

As a result, we can see the intention in Park's dramas, that is to say, he shows us the

labourer's frustration, hopeless lives and twisted passions, as well as the unstable life of
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stateless people who live in China through some people’s ‘mammonism.” We can see the
these moods originating from social problems and the environment. Also, it becomes
evident that Park's conceptualization of 'Popular appeal and artistic expression’ is

demonstrated in the tragic mood brought about by 'twisted desire, ‘conflict’, 'destruction

of relations' and 'mammonism.

FHO|: 5243 02, WUS|F, HMe|R, BEF 0|2, ATUK| =SR2 2|
a

A diondsEyd
AARZ17E: 2000 92 5 ~202
AAAA 200289 9€ 27LAH L8] 9)




