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» Abstract

A Study on the Grotesque in Oh, Tae-seok's Drama

-the case of <Why does Shim -Chung drop herself into In-Dang-Soo twice >
Yoo, In-gyeong

The main topic of this articde is that the grotesque is one of the acsthetic
characteristics of Tae—Seok Oh's drama. The general characteristics of the grotesque are
the followings. First, the grotesque creates the unfamiliar alienation through the overturn
of everyday experiences. Second, the response of the audience to the grotesque drama is
laugh and fear. Third, the grotesque dramatist awakens the paralyzed consciousness of the
audience to make them recognize the contradiction of the reality.

Tae-Seok Oh's <Why does Shim ~Chung drop herself into In ~Dang ~Soo twice> is a
parody of the dassical literature, <Shim-Chung >. Owing to the grotesque of this drama,
the audience cannot be absorbed in the dramatic world which is filled with absurd
situations. Instead of this, the grotesque can intensify the audience's critical understanding
of the dramatic wold through the distance. Tae -Seok Oh presents the familiar but
eccentric wotld in <Why does Shim ~Chung drop herself into In-Dang ~Seo twice >.
Tae-Seok Oh accomplishes the alienation effect through the dramatical exaggeration. This
method leads audiences themselves to raise questions why everyday life is distorted.

In this drama, Tac—Seok Oh perverts and exaggerates the everyday life. This causes the
sense of comedy and the reflective distance. Yongwang( 2-%)'s comic lines are crossed and
paralleled by the cruel and horrible scenes, therefore, the appalling state of this drama can
be stood out.

Tae-Seok Oh's drama can be explained as a place where is reflected his recognition of
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the modern society. In this drama, the characters Shim—Chung, Sac ~-Myung, and women
who are supposed to be prostitutes are chosen as scapegoats of the immoral world. In the
original text, Shim-Chung saves the human being through sacrificing herself. In contrast,
it is difficult to find the possibility of the deliverance in <Why does Shim —Chung drop
herself into In —Dang —Sco twice> in spite of the sacrifices of a number of people. That
is, it is likely to say, this play shockingly shows the real state of the today's society. The
post capitalistic world which he conceives is threatening, destructive and incomprehensible.
Hence, the state of modern world is hopeless and dark. It can be emphasized at the same
time, however, the recovery of the distorted mind and the resolution of the self —sacrificing.
Consequently, it can be said that Tae —Seok Oh applies the grotesque in this drama to
point the reality of the life and people who are faced with the situation of the
tragicomedy. In addition, the grotesque which inhibits in Tac-Seok Oh's drama can be a
theatrically invented method to construct 'theatrical drama’. It can be concluded, therefore,
that the grotesque is the main dramaturgy of Tae -Seok Oh and the manner of

performance to effectively explain the theme of his entire works.
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