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» Abstract

A Study on Choi, In~hoon's plays : Moon, Moon, The bright Moon!
and Hans and Gretel

Park, Mi-1i

This essay is aimed to examine the relation between the theme and the form in Choi,
In—hoon's latter plays : Moom, Moo, The bright Moon! and Hans and Gratel.

The dramatist Choi, In—hoon writes all his plays with the subjects of the transformed
myths and legends, incuding Ham and Grerel. His latter two plays are different from the
former plays in the dramatic time and space. The former plays have two spaces—real and
unreal ; the latter plays only one space—real

Maon, Moon, The bright Moon! is the famous parody of the Korean legend 'Sim Chong),
in which lives the heroine Sim Chong like the existential being. Her blind father, M. Sim
as a good father in the legend is transformed to the assistant to ruin his daughter. The
Dragon world in the sea which is necessary to be a queen for Sim Chong, is transformed
to the prostitute quarters. The dragons are the men to ruin her, and she becomes an old
and mad prostitute. The reason of this parody is to show the world of absurdity.

Hans and Graiels dramatic space is the prison more metaphysical than that of M-,
very similar t0 The Palace ot 4:00 AM. of Giacometti. The prison becomes an open space,
as a result. The lives of the hero Hans and the guard X, thirty years in there, are those
of the absurdity, in which any action has no meaning. Hans rebels against it with the
attachment to his past. X affirms his life as it stands, on the contrary. Hans thinks only
about himself and the mass because of the misunderstanding of the world, but he
recognizes finally the meaning of the others’ existences and the love by the efforts of X

and Gretel. The stage setting with the techniques of the epic theater shows his inner
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conflict.

The dramatist Choi, In—hoon's pursuit on the litterary genre of drama itself results in

the harmony between the subject and the form like his two latter plays, by the

suspended time and space in Hans and Gretel.

representation of the real time and space in Moon, Moon, the bright Moon! and the
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