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Abstract

Yun, Baeknam's The Destiny

~the melodrama of the colonial unconsciousness and desire

Woo, Su-jin

The play The Dewiny written by Yun, Backnam around the latter half of 1910's or the
beginning of 1920's, is investigated generally in the aspect of the (stage) realism. However,
this thesis regards this play as a melodrama and sees the colonial discourse(colonialism) is
reproduced through its melodramatic mechanism.

Although the auther might have proposed to write this play as "the social play", the
structural elements of the play—for example, the binary figuration of the characters as the
good man and the evil man, the frequent dependence on the accidency, the overwrought
emotion, and the sensationalism, etc— make this play be read as a melodrama. And the
melodramatic mechanism in  The Destiny is regarded as being important because this
mechanism help the colonial discourse(colonialism) being reproduced.

The colonial discourse divided the wodd into the civil/savage, master/slave,
original/copy, etc, and sealed up this binominal in the hierarchy which has the
transcendent  binominal apex of the trueffalse and the goodfevil. Therefore, the world
constructed by the colonial discourse is not a real but distorted one.

In The Destiny 'Lee, Suok' and 'Bak Mary' who are represented as 'the good man', can
get married as soon as 'Yang, Gilsam' who is represented as 'the evil man' is dead. And
this melodramatic structure of the happy —ending contributes the colonial discourse to be
reproduced by the image-making Tee, Suok!, 'Bak Mary' and 'Yang, Gilsam' into the 'the
student going to US.A=civil, 'the colonized Choson's intelligentia=half civil/savage’, and

'the colonized Hawaii's worker=savage
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