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Abstract

The Structure and Meaning of Masculinity/Femininity
in Korean Early Modern Plays

Yang, Seung -gook

This thesis is a trial to examine the structure and meaning of masculinity/ femininity
in Korean early modern plays which especially treated the subject of love affair or family
and home,

Commonly, these plays are closed with the death or psychosis of hero or heroine.
Especially the heroines become to be crazy, because her husband announced a divorce or
she noticed her lover was married man. Otherwise she kills herself in a crisis of losing her
lover, or she is killed by husband's violence. Furthermore there is a hero who kills himself
under the pressure of psychosis after second marriage. Even there is a heroine who goes
out from her home to find herself and shows her sexuality to get passionate love. In the
backside of this play, men's lascivious eyes are placed.

‘These plays show us the new images of men and women who wander without distinct
subject in the new age of dvilization and enlightenment. However the sacrifice of young
man and woman under the traditional patriarchy is very important in that it symbolize
a violence of colonialism in the name of civilization and enlightenment.

These plays commonly show the absence of masculinity of man who lost the privilege
of pattiarchy, and the disorganization of home which has functioned as special space of
intimacy and privacy. These are different from the characteristics of melodrama of happy
ending with a marriage of young man and woman. From now on, men cannot give loves

to woman as subject of authority, women cannot go out into the world as conscious
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subject after outgoing from home. Then the heros and heroines of plays after the latter

half of 1920s only become subalterns, who left home and should to sell histher) body to

survive in colonized Korea.,

FHO] : Y, oldd, & o, 7HEEH

Key words : mascuinity, femininity, home, sexuality, patriarchy
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