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Abstract

A Study on Representation of Women in Kim Woo—Jin's Plays

Lee, Duk-gi

From late 1910s to eady 1920s were formed modern plays in Korea. This period is
so called 'the early stage of modern. Barly modern plays is unique from the point that
concentrated upon women's problem. Kim Woo—jin's plays are related to early modern
plays from this point. ‘This paper is to look into correlation between Kim's plays and early
modern plays through inquiry on representation of women in Kim's plays.

Women are social existence in Kim's plays. Iee—yomgnyes reveals social condition in
women's position through prostitution problem. Heroine, Lee-youngnyeo suffers from
organization of sexual exploitation. This text treats not only vocational prostitution, but
also sexual exploitation in her work place and home. Hereby this text makes clear that
prostitution isn't an individual's problem, but social problem.

Distllusionment o tattered clubes poet shows after graduation of New Women!,
Kyoungsoon selected a housewifes life after graduation, and Jeongja selected a single life.
Though these new women's life style is different in external form, but they are in same
boat under modern male-intellectual's view makes women into 'the other'. From this point
of view, Disillusionment of tattered cluibes poet says that the division of 'mew/old women' is
only modern male-intellectual's one—sided idea.

It is other peculiarity of Kim's plays that women represent anxiety and paradox of
modern. A Wrek is text represents effectively anxiety transplantation of Western modern
brings on. 'Vivie' and ‘Caro Nome', name of chasacter says that new women is result of

transplantation of western modern, and that it isn't colony Chosen's. Hero, poet's wrect
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ties together early Korean modern's imperfection. A Wild Boar represents same condition.
New women, Joungsook appeals confusion and suffering was caused from consciousness of
new women, The women tie together early Korean modern's imperfection in these two
text.

Kim's plays answer to early modern play's new women discourse through anxiety and
paradox of modern in social condition of women. This is criticism about ideological limit

of eady modemn play. At the same time it was judged to prepare due of overcome.
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