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Abstract

The People Discourse and Femininity in Korean Drama of 1970s

Kim, Ock-ran

In this paper, I have tred to find the relationships of the People discourse with
femininity in Korean drama of 1970s. 1970s was a turbulent epoch in Korea. At that
time, the class specialization and dass struggle had been begun as a result of rapid
modernization and monopolistic capitalization under the Park Jung-—hees regime. And
Korean society was on rapid growth but in a state of extreme class inequality.
Consequently 1970s was a age of struggle between the ruling class and the supressed
class, which both part were mostly androcentric.

‘The same aspect was shown in contemporary dramas. For example, Park Jo—yeol, Lee
Gang—bak and Choi In—hoon well described the People of 1970s. The boy-motif of Lee
Gang—bak's and the baby—general-motif of Choi In—hoon's were metaphor of the People.
‘They were innocent and had a historical vision to the future. But on the other hand, a
girl or a woman was described impotently and idealistic. They were standing outside and
keep silent on the stage.

However Madang ~geuk(Korean open theater, PF3=) was comparatively deal with
woman's reality in 1970s: so to speak, a female laborer, a street—gidl, a middle-class
woman, etc. Madang-geuk gives a concrete historical and social qualification to the
woman character for the first time in Korean drama. None the less, Madang—geuk vet
sustained androcentric angle to the woman character, and mainly described woman
negatively. Therefore, the People position of Madang—geuk was androcentric, and showed

the limit of the whole reality in 1970s.
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