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Abstract

A Study of the Sensual Images Expressing Unconsciousness
-in Han, Tae -Sook's works -

Baek, Hyun-mi

Han, Tae—-Sook(1950 ~ ) is today one of the leading figures in Korean theatre. She
is also a woman of unusual charisma hallmarked by her artistic leadership during the last
8 years. In this essay, 1 tried to throw light on her theatrical methodology, analyzing
twelve of plays that she have directed from 1994 year to 2002 year.

Han have directed nine Korean plays most of which were written by a woman
playwright Jung, Bok ~Gun, and three plays based on foreign works. She has focused on
expressing human's suppressed unconscious state through these twelve plays. The characters
in her theaters struggled with their guile feeling about the accidents in which they were
consciously or unconsciously involved. Sometimes they were possessed by ghost of someone
which they felt grudge against or had a horror of. For examples, the family members
brought ruin upon themselves because of their mistrusts among the family in <Bae,
Jang ~Hwoa and Bae, Hong —Teon>, an adaptation of Korean classic novel. The wife of
Macbath struggled with her madness while she was psychoanalyzed by a psychosurgeon in
<The Tady Macbath> recreating Shakespeare’s <Machath> in a view of a lady Machath.

Han has a special talent in magically controlling the theater. Han changed the position
of auditorium and the stage to get theatrical effects in <Bae, Jang ~Hwoa and Bae,
Hong Teon>. Han made the thrust stage and auditorium on the proscenium stage in
<{'The Regreat of Kwanghae >. She goes heart and soul into discovering spaces in theater,
expanding or changing the stage.
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The heavy theme of guilty memory is synesthetically represented through rich
audio —visual images rather than rhetoric or ideas. Specially Han intends to use lighting
and sound effects to condense the play's meaning. The combination of black and white
outfits on the stage lighted by dark blue was effective in creating a murky, depressing
atmosphere in most of her works. Musicians practicing musical instruments were on the
stage, sometimes they move or act like actors. The performance and oral sound of
musicians are not only a mere accompaniment or sound effect, but also a dramatic
gesture. It is aso one of her typicad methods to project dynamic images onto

diverse —shaped fabrics over the stage or side stage.

FH[0] : Sl SRS ET| L2 o[o|x| FolAl &T|
Key words : Han, Tae-Sook, Korean theater director, sensual images, unconsciousness,

madness
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