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Abstract

A Study on the Method of Reading the Drama Text(1)

Hong, Jae -beom

This thesis concerns the method of reading the drama text to be used in stage
production of Korea these days in the light of Stanislavski system. Among the most
essential and frequently used concepts in Stanislavski system are the given circumstance),
‘physical action’, ‘etude’, which Korean theater has not recognized sufficiently until now,
and thus passed over. It shows that Stanislavski system known to Korea has been only
a part of the whole. If Korean theater achieves the proper understanding of these
conceptions and their practical methods, and applies them to dramatic performance,
Stanislavski system will give more contribution to the development of Korean theater.

The lack of understanding the given circumstance brings about a serious problem
putting an overemphasis on the emotional side in stage acting. In order to undesstand the
given circumstance in particular text, an actor, prior to the acting ability, is required to
have the reading ability, that is, he should have both literary imagination to grasp the
characterization and main action of the text, and knowledge to comprehend historical and
social background of the text. Based on this, he should also fill the narrative gap in
accordance with the super—objective of the text so as to completely construct a character.
If so, he is prepared to practice the character. Performing a role needs three steps, namely
perception, experience, and representation of the character. The understanding of the given
circumstance is obtained during the first perceiving step in which the actor analyzes and
estimates the text,

In Korean theater, the first step is so neglected that an actor more depends on the
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ambiguous emotion contained in the speech than the precise recognition of the given
circumstance. ‘The lack of understanding the given dircumstance causes excessive promises.
Without the common undesstanding for the given drcumstance, an actor might be
bewildered by an unexpected action of his counterpart. If an actor performs an action on
the stage, which is not agreed upon previously in the practice, it means, in most cases,
a mistake. It cannot be said, of course, that there is no mistake at all with a common
understanding of the given circumstance. However, by the shared understanding, if not an
actor’s critical mistake or deviation, when he offers an unexpected action that is not shown
before in the practice, the counterpart may be able to respond and adapt to it with a
comparatively proper impromptu. The excessive agreements, fundamentally cutting off

these extempore responses, communions and adaptations, produce fossilized responses.

THOl : AT}, =4, FOIT A8 ol FE A

Key words : actor, analysis, the given circumstance, etude, action
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