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Abstract

A Study on the Discourse of Civilization Appeared on the Drama in 1910's

- Marked on Building up a Discourse of ‘Civilization” Imitation and
‘Barbarism’ Expulsion -

Park, Noh - hyun

In the history of Korean literature, it was a middle of 1910 when a drama was settled
in a genre of a literature, and it was a beginning of 1920th for a ' Husgok ( HEGHI)' to be
recognized and translated to a drama as a western idea. As it shows, a drama in Korea
is a genre which has very dlose correlation with a process of building up modemn
literature. A drama started to be produced as a form of these days from 1910, and in
terms of contents, it shows quite different character describing the verisimilar reality from
the works of the past. This article is aimed to study the aspect that the concept of
'Civilization' was reflected and formed through plays published in 1910, since 'Civilization
was a trend of the period from late of 19th century to the beginning of 20th century
usually called the period of modem enlightenment.

'Civilization' and 'Culture’ are coined words of modern times. Each word was a tactical
proposition adopted by a nation—state laying stress on a concept of progress, future,
tradition and the past. In the period of modern enlightenment, Cho -Sun Dynasty had to
catch up with a process of civilization following to Japan who chose that concept as a
progress and future in order to cope with the great western powers. Moreover, Cho-Sun
ruled by Japan by forced annexation in 1910 had no choice nothing but taking civilization

as a first order obviously. And the conditions was applied to Japanese imperialism.



19103} 3re] &7 FE v 37

'Givilization' was the key issue not in the situation of Cho -Sun but also in Japanese
imperialism with the distinctive tension of a concept between the escape from colonial
situation and the expansion of empire.

In a play published in 1910, 'Givilization' was described as a image speaking for a
modernity/the West (Japan). Against this concept, tradition and value of Cho-Sun
Dynasty was degraded to a position of Barbarism, All of plays issued in this period such
s <Byumg Ja—Sham—Tn( W& —=N)>, <Ryu—Han B>, < Som—KyoJa( FEA)>,
< Kook ~Kyumg (B> <%m*Myzmg(’igf >, < Huang ~Hobn( 259> have a this
concept in a background. In these plays, the preference to 'Civilization' is appeared and
the way of learning it is concentrated on Japan. And a process of perceiving 'Civilization
is achieved by a study relying upon others.

In addition to the common feature as the above, these plays show a teach and student
relationship commonly among characters while the plays are advanced. Generally the
relationship is tied up such as the civilized characters enlighten Barbarism' from the other
characters who are not civilized. And the concept of 'Givilization' was mostly used to be
presented by a modern education and a pathology in this teacher and student relationship.
It meant a predominance of the western knowledge against the oriental, a predominance
of the western medical science against the oriental. Finally this logical thought extended
to a predominance of the western morals the oriental. In brief, the operating process of
'Givilization', appeared to plays in 1910, is self ~denial covered by expulsion of Barbarism'
and being —others voluntarily under "Westernization',

However, since the activities toward 'Civilization' like courtship was reckless and
unilateral, the 'Civilized Bacbarism' committed by Japan was screened by a giant concept
under the name of 'Civilization'. Due to the supreme order of advancing to modernity by
expelling Barbarism' and pursuing 'Gwilization!, 'Givilized Barbarism' was hidden in a

unconsciousness as colony.
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