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Abstract

A Study on the Conception of Modern Theatre
“The History of Chosun Theatres Written by Kim, Jae —chul

Kim, Yun -jeong

It is generally accepted that there are three classes in the traditional Korean theatre,
that is, mask drama, puppet drama, and Pansori (HA~E]). In this article, T am going to
focus on how and when this classification began and to propose it began from the book,
“The History of Chusun Theatre 3 (327 A=A},

To begin with, I overviewed the traditional Korean performances in the beginning of
20 century. These performances lost its popularity by "the complex about newness" which
was implanted into the Koreans by the Japanese in the name of Orientalism.

On the other hand, a new academic approach to Korean tradition was made under
Japan's charge and the center of the study was Gyungsung (old name for Seoul ) Tmperial
University. This is presented in chapter 3.

In this background, I looked into "The Hiwory of Chasun Theatre s in chapter 4. The
author, Kim Jae-chul (71 A1), examined theatre as a genre of Korean literatures. He
sought the answer about what is the theatre in his book and included mask drama,
puppet drama, Pansori as the theatre on the basis of his perspective.

He made it possible to overcome the proposition that there was no theatre in Korea
before the modern drama was introduced by his new dassification.

His view on the traditional Korean theatre has been reproduced among many works on

the history of Korean theatre.
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