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Abstract

A Study on the Political Dramas in Korea(l)
- Focused on Park Jeong-hee’s Regime(1961 ~1979) -

Kim, Sung-hee

The modern political dramas in Korea may be divided in large into circumventive and
participatory political dramas. Since censorship and oppression were harsh under the
dictatorship, the institutional drama community could not produce such political dramas as
complain about or criticize the unjustice and problems of the power structure, and instead,
they tended to publish circumventive political dramas aiming to criticize the tyranny and
dictatorship of the political power and thereby, awaken the audience of the real politics.
However, since college drama cirdles, underground drama communities and other informal
drama groups were relatively free from the censorship, their dramas tended to be
propagandas appealing to the grass-root people, sharply criticizing and satirizing the
dictatorship. ‘These dramas which belonged to 'participatory political dramas' encouraging
the audience to react politically to the dictatorship would develop into Madangguk(ground
theatre) theatre movement in 1980s.

The main stream 'circumventive political dramas’ during Park Jeong-hee's regime used
as their scripts the works written by Lee Keun-sam, Shin Myoung-soon, Lee Kang-baek,
Park Jo-yeol and Choi In-hoon. Their themes were (I)criticism of coup de'tat, dictatorship
and people, (2)perspective into divided nation and national unification, (3)cruelty of war
and military forces.

On the other hand, Kim Ji-ha's political dramas performed underground were also
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'participatory political dramas’, featuring negative figures to bitterly satirize such problems
as oppressive regime, unequal distribution, people's alienation, transgression of foreign
powers and other political situations. Unlike the institutional political dramas, his works
tended to dramatize people’s specific life straightforwardly in view of farmers or grass-root
people and attack furiously the socio-structural contradictions thereof in an effort to

promote a social reform in a way of propaganda.
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Key words : political drama, madanggukiground theatre), people’s theatre, epic theatre
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