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An Examination on the Antagonism between Korean Melodrama

and Patriarchic Ideology
- Focusing on <An Affair> and <Happy End>

Yun, Sukjin

This thesis, based on the hypothetical premise that how Korean melodramas are
consumed is in close relationship with ‘collective circumstantial morals * that is in
accordance with contemporary mass psychology which varies as socio-economic conditions
differ, is a result of a careful study on the antagonism between Korean melodramas and
patriarchic ideology in the late 1990's by analyzing <An Affair> and <Happy End>.
<An Affair> which shows a heroine who, freed from the oppression of patriarchic
ideology, steps into the modern world of true identity and autonomy which so far existed
in imaginary world, and <Happy End> which comforts the society full of discomfort due
to dismantling families in the time of struggles not to lose economical autonomy by
chastising its heroin who is honest and true to her desire, may have a similarity in that
both movies delve into the ‘nature of love’ through ‘adultery | but diverge into two
extreme ends.

Korean melodramas in the late 1990s were trapped in collective circumstantial morals
where they had to fight the uncasiness in the time of losing economical autonomy. It is
therefore difficult to expect the audience to imagine something that overthrows the text.
This as a result led Korean melodrama audience in the late 1990s not to chose cither to
comply with or to resist the true entity of patriarchic ideology in the face of fationality ’

and ‘universality’ after their learning the true entity. The audience instead accepted the
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inherent patriarchic ideology in the melodramas in pussuant to the collective circumstantial
morals in the time of loss of economical autonomy which called for women to sacrifice.
And in exchange, the audience was compensated with the visual elements surfaced in
nudities of beautiful couples which made text obsolete, tacitly approving the operation of
the patriarchic ideology.

The reason why the socio-cultural meaning of the two melodramas with similar
background and plot were understood in totally different ways is because of the
entanglement of psychological time. It is a good example of what impact the society
under International Monetary Fund regime which seemed to have set the sodety's
chronological order to a hundred years back, left on Korean society that was so
accustomed  to fast paced growth, and how the chronological entanglement took an
important part in deciding the socio-cultural meaning of melodramas. In condusion,
Korean melodramas in the late 1990s, as shown in this case study of {(An Affair) and
(Happy End}, were in a close relationship with the collective circumstantial morals, and
this collective circumstantial morals of any given time plays an important role in

measuring the value of melodramas.

Key words : Korean melodrama, patriarchic ideology, collective circumstantial morals,
<An Affar>, <Happy End>
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