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Abstract

A Study of the Images of the Body and Space in the 1970's
Dramatic Art

- focusing on Lee Hyeun-Hwa's plays and Kim Ki-Youngs films

Park, Myeong-jin

This paper is mainly concerned with the images of fear and violence in the 1970's
dramatic art. Spedfically, it is shown how a sensation of fear is created by means of the
body and the space in that age. In his plays, Lee expresses the violence applying to
women's body for the most part. He uses the term, violence, as a metaphor about the
cold impersonality of modern cities, not a metaphor about the violence of Park’s regime.
Accordingly, in his plays, political realities are not described in detail and only modernity
is provided from the perspective of idealism.

On the other hand, in Kim's films, maids usually appears in the homes of middle-class.
The maids from the country tempt the hosts, the bourgeoisie, and in most case, the maids
are pregnant with their children, and jeopardize the safety of their wives. To their wives,
the bodies of maids are objects of fears threatening their stable lives. These fears mean the
fears of the presence of the pre-modernity which were shown in the process of
modernization in the 1970s. A sensation of fear created by the bodies of the maids is
related to the dark side of the optimistic modernization project.

In Lee's plays, the space is a closed space. Groundless violences are offered to the
bodies of Women locked in the space. The space in <Cadenza> is where the modernity
and the pre-modernity are mixed. A violent and religious ceremony is performed in an

office around an expressway. This ceremony suggests a fear of the pre-modernity immanent
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in the process of modernization.

The space in Kim's films, in most case, is homes of middle-class in Seoul. The space
of bourgeois is threatened by the ‘other’ from the outside. This symbolizes the fact that
a dream for the modernization of 1970's is unstable and dubious. The space in
<Jee-er-do> is an island which is contrasted with the space of a city. While the space
of a city is used to symbolize a wilderness, <Iee-er-do> is used to stand for a
propagation power. It is not difficult to see that this film represents a sense of anxiety
and doubt about the modernization of 1970's.

In condusion, it is shown that the desire for the optimistic modernization is entirely

not admitted to peoples in the works of Lee and Kim.

Key words : body, space, violence, fear, pre-modemity, modemity
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