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Abstract

A Study on the Korean-style Music Theater
<The Ascension of Han-ne> of Min-Ye Theater Company

Yoo, In-gyeong

‘The purpose of this paper is to inquires the gamugueuk, or Korean-style music theater
<The Ascension of Han-ne(SM|S] 5%h> of MinYe Theater company. It was
pedformed on stage at The Myoungdong Art Theater on December 4 ~8, 1975.

Huh Kyu found the Min-Ye Theater company which is the nickname of the
“Traditional Drama Arts Theater” and then targeted the creation of the traditional drama
which the property of the traditional drama was inherited beyond the imitation or
introduction of the western dramas. It was aso during this period that producer Huh
Kyu, attempted a new genre of original musical type that he named gamugueuk, or
Korean-style music theater.

<The Ascension of Han-ne>, which is based on a scenario written by O Yeong-chin,
is an outstanding fruit in this fundamental aim. The original work took the literary
resources from two legends, one is a legend of ‘2 wood cutter and angel | and the other
is a legend of rebirth. The play is said that the construction of double triangle - Han-ne’
and ‘Man-myeong’ and ‘Piljou’ besides Han-ne’ and Man-myeong "and Soedolne - is
a typical melodramatic condition. With this reinterpretation of the text, director Son
Jin-chack arranged the production as much a modernization on tradition. To carry out his
concept of the production 1) he reconstructed the structure of the original text 2) drew
out a spontancous classical Korean theater-mask dance, Namsadang play and sacrificial

rites, as their means of expression and 3) used a simultaneous composing of traditional
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music and song.

Korean dassic music composer Kim Young-dong was engaged in compose the musical
score for <The Ascension of Han-ne>, which was promoted as the Korean-style music
theater.” His music was based on Korean traditional music style while at the same time
induding elements of contemporary popular song. In early stage only Korean classical
instruments were used. The fusion with Korean traditional music and singing, however,
was effective. The production broke away from the usual format of combining Korean
music with musicals-spontaneous and obligatory insertion of traditional music such as
jeong-ak(classical chamber music) and sok-ak(commoner's music). Most of the songs were

unique and familiar, using much of old Korean-style thythms and beats.

Key words @ musical, music theater, The Ascension of Han-ng, Min-Ye Theater
company, O Yeong-jin, Huh Kyu, Kim Young-dong, Son Jin—chaek, tradition

A = al:oped 2Y 28

AAZIZE 2006 3E 1~ 25




