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Abstract

The Birth of the Modern Theater in Korea
- Centering around the First Two Decades of the 20th Century -

Park, Noh-hyun

A theater is a product of the modem age in Korea, because not until the modern age
did theaters as indoor structures in a western sense come into the world for the first time,
though the form of the performance called drama in a incdlusive sense had existed for a
long time. A theater of the present age, however, is the most natural and ordinary space
for us to enjoy culture. This thesis explores the origin of the theater which was established
itself as an influential cultural space for a relatively short time. This thesis depends on
Michel Foucault's concept of archaeology and researches into a various cultural change
which was related to the modern—theater coming into being in company with the
modern—theatre.

A theater as a2 modern —space was not only a space for the new public, ie. spectators,
but a space for disciplining the public. A theater was both a place for them to see
'something’ and a space for them to get acquainted with 'someone’; moreover, it was the
most powerful space for them to experience and be adapted to this public space beginning
to develop in the modern age. Thus, the individual came to be a member of the public
in the theater as a space for disciplining modern culture; and the theater arranged the
public's regard on it's own authority. This arrangement of the regard was caused by not
only the fact that the theater itself was a modern space but also the fact that the
intention of enlightenment, namely conflicts of isolation and control of what to be
permitted to see and what not to be permitted to see, differed from nationalism to

imperialism. ‘The theater made it's greater power felt in close collusion with capital; it



became a space for the out —and-out pursuit of profit.

In this process it was by the theater that a new wotld, the entertainment world, was
created. In cooperation with the media the entertainment world commanded the life —world
as well as the theater as a limited space. The entertainment world made the simplified
order of status, actor—spectator, replaced clowns belonging to the lower dasses with
actors/actresses belonging to the artists; it overturned the premodern order of status. Then
actorsfactresses have been public characters; day after day spectators have watched TV and
gone to a movie theater to see actors/actresses since then. 'Theater—power, the most

powerful but inconspicuous governmental power of holding the public, has been formed.

Key words : theater, Theater-Power, spectators, the enterfainment world, vision &

regard, arangement, modem -space




KCI



