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Abstract

Study of Modern Consciousness Appeared in the Drama, <Gyuhan>

Lee, Jeong-sook

'This paper is to analyze the implication of <Gyuhan (FEI9>, a drama written by
Lee Gwangsu, in view of drama history in 1910s. The work of Lee Gwang-sy,
<Gyuhan> can be considered as a remarkable drama having drawn attentions in
perspective of that this work had suggested a direction of eardy drama in which such
issues as education for women and early marriage were focused as a theme of the drama
with a role of revealer of the problems related to ealy magriage and women's education
which were raised as the major points in social dispute in those days, and also that the
drama had been evolved in terms of women-centric, rather than men, that is to say, the
intellectual.

Also, <Gyuhan> may be considered to have been written by an intention to
demonstrate the issues, such as modernized education for women and modernized marriage
which had been advocated by Lee Gwang-su in his editorial essays, through means of a
large genre, called drama with more detailed manner. Therefore, the drama consists of a
structure in which women are encouraged to perceive the necessity of modern education
by themselves through dialogues, instead of making the drama develop by means of a
structure of conflicts, and also it includes a plot, at the end of drama, having a dialogue
that argues the necessity of modernized marriage on the basis of individual free will.

In drama <Gyuhan>, a modern consciousness in terms of pursuing a modernized way
of marriage and of arguing the necessity of modernized education for women has been
deardy revealed, however, it just argues its necessity rather than proposing a solid direction

in order to solve such problems. Concerning the issues of the education for women, the
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drama, rather than proposing an opportunity or direction of education for women in
different status, reveals an prospect that every female can be reborn as a new woman of
modern century, through education, not having considered the differences between women
of old age and of modern age. With regard to contends for modernized marriage, there
hasn't showed any consideratiors for women who will be damaged by divorce. In the
position of men, so to speak, the intellectual, a possibility for modernized marriage will
be open by proclaiming a divorce, but, for women, the divorce can never be a solution
for anything.

Although the drama, <Gyuhan™>, reveals a modern consciousness in terms of
pussuing a2 modernized way of marriage and modernized education for women, however,
it doesn't bring up such a problems to the level of common issues in the society, and
after all, it has just come to stop at the degree of arguing the necessity of those in
perspective of male centric society. When we view the requirements of modern drama in
terms of issues of modern consciousness and format, the aspect of modern consciousness is
very important node in connection with formation of modern drama.  Although
<Gyuhan>, the drama of Lee Gwang-su, has exhibited a dear modern consciousness in
view of modernized education for women and modernized masriage, it seems that,

however, it has only revealed a limit that confined in the prospect focusing on male.

Key words: Lee Gwangsu, Gyuhan, Modem Consciousness, Modem Education, Modem
Marriage

A dod g8 d

AAZ1ZE: 2004 32 1 Y20 A

A A AL 2004 3E30 L

AAAZ 20041 3 € 30 LAF21D3] <))




KCI



