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Abstract
A Study on Postmodernism Dramas of Korea
Jeong, Bong-seok

As the post-modern phenomenon is not integrated by one or two divisions unlike other
trends of literary thought, its scope is wide. In addition, it is not easy to limit its starting
point and field because it has been proceeding in several different forms. In this paper,
limiting the area of postmodernism to the category of late-modernism or post-structuralism
from the viewpoint of eclecticism, I attempt to classify genres and works that belong to
postmodernism and divide ages into different periods according to such classification.

It scems that Korean plays have accepted genres of western postmodernism plays
directly or indirectly since 1960s, and as a result they have started to be modernized,
Given this, taking 1960s, during which an absurdity play was introduced, as a starting
point of Korean postmodernism dramas, this paper aims to explore various aspects of
postmodernism that have occurred up to now. The results of the rescarch are as follows:

First, Korean postmodernism dramas have the property of the drama of absurdity. The
theater of absurdity deconstructed the pyramid structure that classical orthodox plays had
defended and reclaimed a new horizon of anti-theatre by expressing limited situations of
human existence in a highly metaphorical literary style. Differentiating absurdity plays
from those of existentialism, this paper confirmed pedigree that is connected from Pak
jo-yeol through Yun Dac-Seong, O Tae-Seok, Lee Jae-Hyeon, Iee Hycon Hwa, Yun
jo-byeong, and Gim yong-rak to Jang Jeong-il.

Second, dramas of epic theatre constitute another aspect of Korean postmodernism

dramas. Epic theatre advocated by Bertolt Brecht tried 'functional transformation’ to
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remove dramatic fantasy, which was defended by usual orthodox dramas, and such spirits
were also applied to the formation of epic theatre, a form of Korean postmodernism
drama. Talchoom({mask dance), which revived in university towns around 1970s and
Madanggeuk (ground theatre), which reached its summit in 1980s, extended stages of
dramas and made it possible to petform plays not only on traditional stages and but also
on outdoors. ‘This technique is utilized to produce alienation effects in stage dramas and
the consequent deconstruction of plot, which was experimented through succession of
traditional plays, characterized Korean postmodernism dramas.

Third, a drama of cruelty play forms a third kind of Korean postmodernism dramas.
A series of works, based on Korean exorcism and theory of cruelty theatre by Antonin
Artaud, are incuded here. Ritual functions in art cowered by active technological
reproduction played a role of restoring the value of relationship and sense of cooperative
life lack in modern people. Such ritual theatre functioned as a kind of post-modernity
which demolished the border between mass culture and elite culture, or low class culture
and high class culture, This was seen in Lee Hyun-Hwa and Lee Yun-Taek's works that
developed cruel and holy ritual process as an experimental technique.

Fourth, the drama of post-colonialism is also a type of Korean postmodernism drama.
This kind of work contributes to the transformation of exorcism, pansori, mask dance, and
traditional Korean plays into modern modes and utilizes esthetics principle of
postmodernism as a way to examine the identity of Korean theatre. Consequently, it has
developed postmodernism theatrical exquisiteness, which mixes Oriental and European play
esthetics and crosses over tradition and present. There is pedigree that continued from O
Tae-Seok, Choi In-Hun, Heo Gyu, Lee Yoon-Tack, Kim Myecong-Gon, and Lee
Gang-Baek,to Kim Tae-Ung.

Fifth, the fifth aspect of Korean postmodernism is established by the destruction of
post-structuralism dramas formed by techniques of paredy and pastiche. The work of this

kind reconstructs ancient tales of legend, chronicle, and folk tale as modemn or



$% TAERHUZ 8T A7 AR 35

contemporary situations, and incudes works that represent ambivalence or plurality by
deconstructing the central meaning. Works of O tae-seok, Lee Yoon-Taek, and Jang
Jeong-1l are good examples of this category.

Key words : Korea postmodemnism drama, absurdity play, epic theatre, cruelty play, ritual

theatre, postcolonialism drama, deconstruction play, post-structuralism drama.
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