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Abstract

A Different Name of First Love, 'Pure’ or 'Sensory'
: The Shower by Hwang Soon Won and The shower by Go Young Nam

Lee, Su-hyun

The purpose of this paper is to compare The Shower by Hwang Soon Won’s novel and
The Shuwer by Go Young Nam's film. It is a common thing for the people appraise that
the film adaptation is by-product of original novel. However, the film adaptation is not
subordination of original novel but independent work of art. The Shower by Hwang Soon
Won's novel uses showing narrative style as camera-eye technique and the story that
intrigues Korean people. And these elements are well-suited for a film adaptation. The
Shower by Go Young Nam's film follows the original story faithfully and shows its own
unique aesthetics. The boy's character is changed and the girl is expressed in sensual
images by the boy's POV shot in the movie. It means that the movie highlights physical
and sexual progress, unlike original novel focused on mental progress.

The original novel is reminiscent of first love memory that is pure and the film
adaptation shows the boy’s first experience that is strong in sexual images. However, the
girl in the movie is superficially and sexually objectified by the boy’s sight. And this is a
limit of the movie because it reveals male<centric ideology. The limit of the movie, The

Shower, should be discussed in its own special aesthetics, not a by-product of original novel.

Key words : The Shower, adaptation, first love, pure, sensory
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