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Abstract

The Study on the Motif of Time Machine/Time Travel and the
Ideology of Self-Enrichment

- focussing on Television Drama <A Choice of Mi-rae>
Park Myeongjin

Time-traveling TV dramas which use "time slip’ phenomenon are intensively on air from
2012 to 2013. <A Choice of Mivae> is the drama in which time travel and the theory
of parallel universe are adopted, using time machine. The drama is intriguing in that it
executes the different strategy from other time slip dramas.

The narration of time travel by time machine attempts to satisfy the characters' desire
for changing their unsatisfying reality through moving the present into the past. However,
in this drama, the time traveller who goes back to the past does not change her life.
Accordingly, the fantasy effect that the narration of time travel provides does not appear.

<A Choice of Mirae> is the drama representing the fantasy aspect of time travel by
time machine. Nevertheless, the drama dose not realize it effectively not only because the
drama uses the motif of time machine as extremely loose and deliberate but also because
the time traveller who comes to the present from the future deviates from the main
stream of the narration. Consequently, the present complicated romantic relationship of
four young people and the growth story of the heroin become the center of the narration.
It follows that in <A Choice of Mirae>, the self-directed choice, efforts and success of
heroin Na mira are foregrounded. Even though the heroin seems to realize herself as
independent and self-restraint, if the ideologic symptom included in the narration can be

observed, another interpretation should be derived in the drama.

294 ST AU7R

In this drama, the self-motivated success story of the heroin is related to the ideology
of self-enrichment which operates the principle of the formation of the subject under
neoliberalism.

Even though <A Choice of Mirae> is a fantasy genre using the motif of time travel,
if the fantasy apparatus of time travel is deprived of, it is conduded that the drama is
the one which has function to consolidate the governing ideology for maintaining

neoliberalism.

Key words : <A Choice of Mirae>, Fantasy, Ideology of Self-Enrichment, Parallel Universes, Self-Help, System of
NeoLiberalism, the Growth Story, Time Machine, Time Travel
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