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Abstract

A Further Discussion of the Performance Activities by
‘Sochundaeyuhui’ at Hyupyulsa(1902-1903)
—A Comparative Study on the Gwangdae Hwageuk of

the Period of Enlightenment Described in Foreigners’ Travel Essays

Baek Doosan

The ‘Sochundaeyuhui’'(1902.12.4—1903.1.25.) is the first for-profit performance
planning attempted in the space of an indoor theater in the history of Korean performing
arts. The possibility that The Story of Chunhyang and The Story of Shimcheong,
performed at the Sochundaeyuhui of Hyupyulsa were more likely to have taken the
hwageuk(verbal drama) format led by the gwangdadclown) rather than the changgeuk
format, was verified by analyzing travelogues of foreigners such as W.F.Sands and
E.Bourdaret during this era. The Gwangdae Hwageuk performed during the enlightenment
period in Korea was developed and transmitted into the jaedam play format (talk show)
and the pansori-type gwangdae hwageuk that targeted the rich upper-class audience.
Hyupyulsa chose to put the pansori-type gwangdae hwageuk which met the taste of the
upper-class audience on the stage. In discussing the origin of Changgeuk, this hypothesis
suggests the need to examine the formation process of Changgeuk under the influence of
adjacent  traditional performances, such as the performance activities of the clown

performers.

Key Words: Gwangdae Hwageuk, Changgeuk, Sochundaeyuhui, 7he Story of Chunhyang,
The Story of Shimcheong, Hyupyulsa
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AMZ(William Franklin Sands)®| Undiplomatic Memories(1930)
: 12% ‘Native Trust and Hospitality' &
Yot hbYh FRAQ| ZHTUYO] Tt 22

We were rescued by a messenger from the bridegroom’s father who asked us to come
to his house, for he had dancing girls there and strolling players. Accompanied by all the
villagers who were not already collected at the wedding feast (for all the world like the
descriptions in the gospels), we were met on the doorsill by the father and son, with deep
Korean genuflections, and given broad sitting cushions on the polished floor, a stiff rolled
cushion to lean on and each a small table piled high with food.

It has always surprised me that Griffis and Percival Lowell are so positive that there
is no such thing as a play in Korea. We had a very good play that night, so good that
I brought it up to Seoul and installed it in a theater, hoping to make a permanent thing
of it and let it develop naturally to a native drama.

There were the usual tumblers in the courtyard and the dances of men and boys; the
men dancing with the boys standing on their shoulders in costume, acting out the scene.
Some of these are coarse, and are meant for the amusement of the mob, but as always
in Korea they are rarely allowed to go too far in the presence of gentlemen. The men
watch carefully for a sign of displeasure; they go as far as they dare, but at the slightest
sign turn the scene to something else.

Inside the house the Kisang, or dancing girls, went through their classic posturing in

the flower dance, or the sword dance representing some very old legend, lost in the mists

* William Franklin Sands, Undiplomatic Memories, New York: Whittlesey
House, 1930, pp.191-194.
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of time, of the attempted assassination of some great man. {An enemy, not daring to
attack him openly, gives a banquet and bribes a famous sword dancer to show his skill,
with a real sword, meaning of course to bring about an accident. A retainer of the guest
suspecting treachery but not daring to accuse so great a person as the host, takes up a
sword and joins in the dance, interposing himself always with the greatest skill and grace,
between his master and the assassin. Both the guest and the host become aware of what
is happening, but Korean-like, are lost in admiration of the skill of the duellists who wage
a deadly battle under the guise of play. Neither must permit the real object of the contest
to appears, for, the principals being great gentlemen, there must be no slightest infraction
of court etiquette, even in a murder. Of course the murderer sinks exhausted and the
guest is saved. Korean tales always turn our the right way, for virtue is always rewarded.

Then followed the charming little play of “Perfume of Spring,” which I set up in Seoul
as the main attraction of the first Korean theater opened by the Seoul Electric Company.
It is the love story of a virtuous maid and a young student, a broken pledge ring and
a long separation during which the successful student rises to the dizzy height of an
imperial secret inspector, but remembers always his love for the beautiful village gitl,
Spring Perfume. The girl has a hard life in the meantime, for she also remembers her
student. A wicked governor gives her a choice, with slavery as an alternative. The imperial
inspector turns up in disguise in the nick of time, produces the all-powerful black seal of
the emperor, imprisons the governor and takes over his office. He then gives the same
choice to Spring Perfume, who chooses death, not recognizing him in his disguise, and he
sends to her prison cell his half of their broken ring. The story is told descriptively on
the stage, the actors illustrating it in pantomime accompanied by music. It was really a
pretty little play and was far from being the only one in the strolling actors™ repertoire.
They had plenty of material for a native theater. These plays all end virtuously, but in
spite of that, our efforts to establish a place in Seoul in which they could develop naturally

brought me a strong protest from conservative Korean fathers and from some missionaries
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in Seoul, for countenancing such depraved rascals as strolling players. Of course that was
true. Korean actors were lower than they were in other parts of the East, and even the
Kisang, though admitted to the great houses and to the palace was not in the least

comparable to the Japanese geisha.
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