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<Abstract>

A Study on Modern Theatre Theory of Kim Woo-Jin

Sa, Chin-Sill

This thesis researches modern theatre movement in the point of
view which Korean theatric history has developed through tradition
and innovation. 1920s modem theatre movement was a practice for the
innovation in Korean theatric history. Studying Kim's thought and
practice of modern theatre movement, we can make clear the aspects
of tradition and innovation.

Although Kim influenced by Bernard Show, he criticized Show's
philosophy. Kim's worldview connected with the idea of 'Free Will'
and 'Principle of Causality’, which were derived from Show’'s 'Life
Force’, but defferent from it.

He especially emphasized the author’s 'Free Will' in the course of
theatric development, so he regarded the author as the subject of
modern theatre movement. We understand he, as an author, would
innovate the object, that is, the audience, the theatre form, the contents
of theatre, etc.

An author's 'Free Will' is valuable in struggling against the
elements of 'Principle of Causality’. The audience that would chase
enjoyment only, the repertoires that just show technical skill, the
contents that remain unchanged, all of these are the elements of
"Principle of Causality’. Kim would only struggle against all of the
tradition, so that he might accomplish the innovation of Korean theatre.
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However, Kim naturally accepted the principle of accord in the
course of writing. The relations that involve the author and the
audience, the present and the past, traditional theatre and modern
theatre has the principles of conflict and accord at the same time. Kim
could find the fact some time later through the practice, writing.

The innovation cannot be accomplished only through the cut of the
tradition. When we should succeed to as well as overcome the
tradition of theatre, the true innovation of Korean theatre can be
accomplished.



