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<Abstract>

A Study on Hong Hae-Seong’s Theatre Theory

Lee, Sang-Woo

Hong Hae-Seong(#t#5%), who is the first modem theatre director in
Korea, is greatly contributed to developement of Korean modemn
theatre. Also, he is an eminent theatre theorefician and critic during
1930s. He wrote about noticeable 30 pieces of criticisms. In this
respect, we are convinced that he had an outstanding insigit and
knowledge about theatre.

The criticims that he wrote may be classified as follows: (i) theatre
movement theory (i) theatre theory of actual affairs (iii) drama theory
and oversea’s theatre theory. Among these three theories, he is
specially good at the theatre theory of actual affairs which consists of
acting theory, directing theory and director theory. In theatre
movement theory as well, he shows a good insight and knowledge.
But it is not obvious that he is as good at drama theory and oversea’s
theatre theory as at the other two theories.

His theory displays nationalistic and practical view of theatre. His
nationalism has been often reflected in his works. And, his theory is
not only concrete but also practical. Hong, who had been an actor in
Skizi Little Thtater(ZEtNE155) in Japan, has a special interest in the
training of actors. Osanai Kaoru(’/JMUMNZE), the leader of Skizi Little
Theater, exerted an influence upon Hong Hae-Seong so that he could
have central ideas of stage arts. Since Osania Kaoru had been
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influenced by Stanislavsky, it seems that Hong was indirectly
influnced by Starislavsky.

Hong’s theory emphasizing stage arts is very advanced and special
for those days. It is obvious that his theory contributed to the epochal
developement of Korean modern theatre.



