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<Abstract>

A Study on the Chae Man-Sik's Drama,
“A Sketch of Rural Community”

Lee, Sang-Ho

The purpose of this study is to analyze Chae Man-Sik’s drama, "A
sketch of rural community” in terms of theme. This work dramatized
several scenes of Korean rural reality in 1930s like sketches. What
Chae wanted to represent through these sketches is summarized as
follows; Firstly, Chae was concerned with Christianity. Secondly, he
emphasized a socialist movement to overcome structural contradiction
between the landlords and tenants. Thirdly, he wanted people to
recognize that hurman relations within feudalism is being collapsed.

These themes come from the author’s thought that new age must
come in the end. They are related to Chae's progressive thought on
history. To be concrete, he represents that man should have the
courage to criticize irrational reality and oppose to it. Chae’s sketches
above mentioned are not merely sketches. Rather Christianity is related
to the idea that the nation in extreme distress should be saved.
Socialism is related to the idea that to build an ideal society a
systematic socialist movement and struggle should be practiced
Tenants’ struggle against landowners is related to the recognition that
might be relieved by self-consciousness and resistance.

Even though this work has a strong theme, from a general
principled point of view, I could find several weak points in it; It is
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short though it is a full-length play. Characters are more than 20. It
represents past actions by the way of a revolving stage even though
the revolving stage did not exist at that time. It takes episodic plots
without a consistent storyline to emphasize theme.

If we think that this work had been written with lese drama from
the beginning, we can reach to another conclusion; Chae created this
work not for performance but for the embodiment of his thoughts. He
selected a drama to shaw that thematic plot should be used to highten
the dramatic effects.

As a result he was free from the pressure that a drama should be
created in accordance with techniques, and he could represent the
theme with ease. If would be more reasonable to study on the theme
and motive of selecting a drama than to try to find faults of this work



