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<Abstract>

Realism in “The Legend of Wart” by Chae Man-Sik

Kim, Sung-Hee

This paper aims to examine the author’s view of realism and the
characteristics of realism represented by Chae Man-Sik's
representative play "The Legend of Wart”.

The play that describes the fall of a middle-class farmer and his
large family in the colonial age by Japan has the decentraliszed
structure unlike that in the plays of the contemporary realist
playwrights, Yoo Chee-Jin, Ham Sae-Duck, etc. The effect of such a
structure is to present the characters’ response on the situation being
unfolded in the play and to give the situation itself, not to show their
direct conflicts with it.

The play also deals with the material interests as a pivotal factor in
the changing circumstances from the premodern society of agricultural
community to the new society moved by the capital system. In
addition, it describes the farm land from the viewpoints of the societal
change, the deconstruction of traditional society and the capitalist way
of living caused by the change fo meaning on the land, not from the
angle of feudalism.

In this aspect, the work can be looked upon as a genuine realistic
play. Then, the author’'s epical descripion with which the
representative features in the real life were to be comprehensively
dealt shows the excessive detailed representation in the play, which is
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far from the principle of dramatic concentration. Nevertheless, the play
contains such true—to-life characteristics of realism as realities to the
then farm village, capitalistic ways of life entangled with currency and
market, and deconstructive situation of traditional society by the
Japanese’s economic pillage. Such realities of daily lives are
represented with a more lively touch by the characters’ dialects and
fluent tongue. Moreover the structural speciality that each of the
characters on the stage performs his own viewpoint by turns indicates
the author’s unique sight of life.

However, seen from the artistic viewpoint, the play has several
immatured weak points in the dramaturgy such as the constuction
having no focus, the lack of action, the unnecessarily tedious
description about the charaters, and the want of inner life or emotional
sense. Especially, as the sound of an ax, symbolizing the characters’
fall, echoes frantically in the final scene, they are still unaware of their
impending situation.

In this sense, the ’objectivity’ of the narration presented by the
mere situation keeps the audience from having a deep feeling and
recognizing the thematic focus of the play. If the ordinary and little
details in the play had been well described in close conformity with
the theme of ’'fall of traditional society’ and the characters’
psycological responses on their own situation with the poetic touch, the
play might have been placed as a monumental masterpiece of realism
in our modemn literature.



