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<Abstract>

A Study on Yoo Chi-Jin's Plays Written in 1950s from
the Viewpoint of the History of the Korean Modern Drama

Lee, Seung-Hee

The paper targets to clarify what style and inclination were
dominantly used by the Korean writers in 1950s. Taking it into
account, I decided to study the works of Yoo Chi-Jin, who played a
critical role in establishing the foundation of the Korean modern drama.
One of his dramas, Han River Flows seemed to have taken up
something new, far different from established style of predecessor and
was considered worth studying in that regard.

Anti-Communist ideology was frequently observed in the works
written during the first half of his writing period, most of which have
melodramatic  structure. Romanticism  along  with  enlightening
inclination was a theory kept being expressed in his works published
since 1930s. He tried to present all these theories in his works
published during latter half of his writing history, when he tried to
have any specific ideology move backward. The melodramatic structure
with a specific ideclogy moving backward encouraged a feature of
popularity clearly distinguished in his works. But still under the
influence of enlightenment, he couldn’t but stick to the idea of
presenting an ideology in his works. As a result, the change in a
realistic style in his works was not fundamental but can be explained
to be a change of style that had been accomplished by his
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transcendental cognition.

Yoo Chi-Jin's realistic dramas reflected his cognition structure
which had been deeply concerned with national justice on the one
hand, on the other popularity. His outlook on drama could be generally
said to take care of both enlightenment and public interest. He
established the outlook on a firm, but at the same time popular as well
as abstract background. The outlook gave formality in the structure of
his works, which helped to accpmmodate the popularity in his works,
and also laid background for his realistic dramas.

Most of the writers captured with cognition structure have difficulty
in recognizing dialectically the relationship between each individual or
between an individual and society where he belongs. When a writer
gives up expressing tension, normally created by maintaining the
relationship with the reality of life, his works tend to lose liveliness
which their characters must kept. Yoo Chi-Jin's works in 1950s lost
the liveliness of characters and readers of his works can easily meet
with similarity in most of the characters created by him. And society,
home management and other personal interest were not the major
topics of his works. Even in case he tried to take those topics, they
were very subjective and reflected the fact that he placed priority in
an ideclogy to the realities of life.

Enlightenment was a motive for most Yoo Chi-Jin's works and
at the same time played a basic role in enhancing his reputation as a
play writer who has given birth to realistic dramas. But at the same
time, the idea of enlightenment had modemn realistic dramas face up
with some limit in expressing creativity.

Most of modern drama writer who spent their days under Japanese
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imperialism were excessively attached to the idea of enlighenment like
Yoo Chi-Jinn In the western society, modem civilization had
encouraged individualism, but the Korean modern dramatists could not
stay away from the natical disaster all the Korean people were
suffering then. Accordingly, like other dramatists of his period, he
seemed extremely feeble in handling topics other than issues concerned
with the nation and the Korean people.

However, rising dramatists of 1950s have experienced different
historical situation from writers of standing such as Yoo Chi-Jin and
tried to express different subjects in their works. The idea of
enlightenment might have been involved in their works unconsciously,
but the Korean war and the tragic division of the peninsula must have
requested them to have a different understanding. As a result, even
though rising dramatists adopted a crude technique such as the
insertion of enlightening message, which had been used by their
predecessors, they were still required to have different recognition
system and their dramas were required to directly show the difference.

In 1950s when the Korean war had worked to form a new
environment, which also resulted in the appearance of new dramatists,
the modemity which Yoo Chi-Jin and his contemporaries experienced
and their works kept staying as one of main currents which led the
world. New dramatists sometimes tried non-realistic techniques in
their writing, but they were awkward to express the realities of life
they had experienced They could not totally stay away from the
spirits of the times when Yoo Chi-Jin lived Therefore, most
dramatists of the time, except a few including Cha Bum~Suk, who just
started to expose their names in 1950s’s couldn’t continue their literary
activities. Instead, the writers of 1960s and 1970s have taken over the
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role.

Based on thd explanation above, we can clearly see how
mportant Yoo Chi-Jin's dramas worked in 1990s. We can't see any
basic difference in Yoo Chi—Jin’s works written both after and before
1950s. The 1deas of both enlightenment and popularity were expressed
being mixed up together in his realistic dramas and they could not but
be wanting in cool-headed vision for the environment around him,
which most of realistic dramas claimed to stand for. After the Korean
war, the situation around him seemed not very competitive and he
almost led the theatrical circle. In brief, the realistic dramas of his
could be said to show how importantly those two ideas were accepted
by drama writers. However, post-war theatrical world was much
different from pre-war, requesting something new and Yoo Chi-Jin
also felt the request for change. Yoo Chi—Jin could take a chance to
look around the western theatrical world and it encouraged him to give
some change in his style. But this new trial of his remained unfinished
and his aspiration for drama had continued to encourage hin to devote
himself to drama education and drama administration.

We can catch overall theatrical world of 1950s through the study of
Yoo Chi-Jin and his around. He felt some need for change but was
still engaged in the ideas of predecessors. And it explains the reason
why new dramatists also felt easy with the styles of their
predecessors even though they were strongly requested to show
something different and new. In that regard, Yoo Chi-Jin's dramas
written in 1950s showed a typical mode of the time which had been
formed aroumd theatrical circle.



