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<Abstract>

The Aspects of Individual and Society in
“A Woman Diver Rises to The Land”

Paek, Ro-Ra

A study on how individual and society are expressed by a drama,
<A Woman Diver Rises to The Land>. It is said that in the 1960s the
view of value of old and new world coexisted and conflicted, when
symptom of industrialized modem society were just about to be
shown. Young Jin Oh, who have sharply responded to the change of
society since the liberation on 1945, paid attention to the transitional
aspect of the 190s.

This study on <A woman Diver Rises to The Land> written by
Young Jin Oh loocks around how social reality and individual exist in
the 1960s when it is starting point of modemn play as well as that of
industrialized modern society. It also tries to clarify the process to the
1970s from the two-—faced 1960s when contradiction and negation were
not overcome.

This work makes up dramatical tension from the Prologue by
presenting the mystery of identity of Dong Hun Paek, an heir.
According to the extension of the drama, the matter of 'who is Mr.
Paek’ is developed to that of 'he really exists’, from which it is shown
that he would be a signifier of various desire of the characters in
drama rather than an existential figure.

Complications caused by the conflict among various desire of each
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are connected to the attribute of the space confronted with 'island’ and
"land’.

"Island’, a space for a woman diver and her son, is a metonym of
old age before modern; 'Land’, for the survivers, of modern society.
The confrontation between two spaces shows that between views of
value each other.

The process that a woman diver is destroyed by a principle of land,
not adapting to the land life implies the aspect of industrialized modern
society. This drama shows complications in the 1960s, by representing
extreme lives of those; those who lose the foundation of spiritual and
material lives, not adapting to new society and pushed out of the
boundary of reality with confined in self-sufficient world; those who
purste the only virtual image of desire, losing self-identity, the basis
of human being, succeeding to actively adapt to the reality.

In this drama the confronting world of island and land exposes to
both-sides connoting both negation and affirmation, in which it is
resulted in the destruction, not substituting negation for affirmation.
This result not only ends in the tragedy of the 1960s but also notices
in advance that of modern society since the 1970s.

<A Woman Diver Rises to The Land> is important in that it
sharply catches the matters of those days and foresees the aspects of
modern society coming since the 1970s. Moreover, it has a significance
as the drama in the 1960s in that it really shows the conversion into
the literal theme in the 1970s of personal desire or identity from that
in the 1950s or before of liquidation of remaining japanese imperialism
or healing of a wound of war.



