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<Abstract>

A study on Jang Yong-—Hack's drama

“The environs of the date line” (<YEHEM )

Yoon, Jin—Hyun

This thesis has its topic as an analysis of “The environs of the date
line”, which is one of Jnag Yong—Hack's works.

Jang Yong—Hack was bom at Puryung, Hamkyung Pukdo in 1914. He
graduated Kyungsung public middle school in 1940 and went to Japan to
enter the Waseda University. He joined the military service as a student
soldier and returned having the experience of war after the second World
War. He had been poring over Japanese literatures in his middle school
age, which was the study as an author. In the early age of that time, he
had read Japanese popular novels and detective fictions. As his reader's
interests was changed, he had read Japanese literary magazines,
Reorganization(G), Central consensus' 2%, They had an existential
effect upon him.

He worked as a teacher of Chungjin girls' middle school after the
Liberation and crossed over the 38th Parallel into South Korea in 1947.

He began to write an etude. He made his debut in letters after publishing
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“Yohan's Poetical works{(@3FA] &) in 1955, It had a tendency of
existentialism. ‘The environs of the date line’ was published on Modern
Literature(@ATE38H in 1959. This showed same tendency, too.

It is the main plot of “The environs of the date line” that Hanji seeks
for his father. Hanji's father was a farm servant. He raped his master's
daughter. As the result of the case, Hanji was bom but his mother
committed suicide. Hnaji's father denied him to be his son by erasing the
record on the census registration. Hanji is in discord between the ways.
One is leaving his father with father's admitting him as his son. The other
is groping for new life way after disapproving their relation. The
presentation of new life way in this drama is existential method, which is
taking precedence over the essence. Hanji's father Lee Chiwoo makes a
plan to kill Hanji. But his daughter Ran meets Hanji by chance and feels
love on him. Then they are falling in love. He knows their relationship but
makes her his woman when he knows his father's plan. It is the new life
way that they want to seek for. But their try is in the face of ruin when
Ran's mother Kim divulge the relationship between Hanji and Lee Chiwoo.
Ran kills herself and Lee murder Hanji, and also died by accident. Then
Lee's other son Lee Mookie dies by a fire. On the result, the choice of
them bring about virulent collapse upon themselves.

The new life way is related very intimately with the social environments
in 1950s. After the Korean War, the collapse of the ready made valuation
leads to great confusion among Korean people. They seek for existential
choice to overcome these confusions. But their incest is too private and
fundamental to arrive at the responsibilities of existentialism. When we
recognize the relation between existentialism and humanism that one

completes oneself to look for extrinsic aims, their choice is impossible to
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be realized.

The cause of these limits result from Anti—Communism. As they were
very considerable idea under the atmosphere at that time. the seek for
new life way is the criticism over social conditions and the desire for new
world. Then these struggles give rise to political participation in 1960s.
“The environs of the date line” performs the role of connection between

1950s and 1960s.



