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<Abstract>

A Study on everydayness and modernity of Lee Keun-Sam's drama

—focussing on 1960s" works

Park, Myeong—din

The aim of this thesis is to examine Everydayness{Quotidienneté) and
Modemity presented in the Lee, Keun—Sam's Play during 1960s.
“Everydayness”, which its term has entered with the change of urban
lifestyle by Capitalistic Modernization, is characterized by its repetition of
everyday routine and continuity of its dullness. 60s was the time of
Military Regime and when industrialization and urbanization rapidly took
place under the regime's forceful control. This thesis deals with the
consciousness of those who had confronted to such an industrialization
and urbanization of that time.

60s was the beginning of mass—culture era, and especially the time
when Film and popular music industry prospered. During this time the
popular songs showed the optimistic view of the modem project, and the
time when they mostly dealt with the theme about ordinary people living
in urban. And it was the era when American Mass cultures was willfully
accepted by the introduction of TV and Radio. Therefore the characters in

Lee's Play are represented as the subject who has begin to susceptibly
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adjust to the change taking place. Therefore this study is has a goal to
show how the writer has confronted the Everydayness and Modemity of
60s by characters who appear in his play.

In Lee's play. the motive of ‘clock’ appears frequently. This ‘clock’ is
the cause of the modern episteme which fragments and enumerates the
time and space. The clock here symbolizes the episteme of modem
perspective, and has the same characteristic of exchange value of the
Capitalistic system. In Play “Qa7#}", the main character ‘professor’ is
always tied up in foreign book translation, which derives his income to
support his family. For him ‘the time’ means ‘money’. Through this piece
Lee criticize the fetishism of the Capitalism. The Professor compares the
present and the past, For him the past is the time of Humanity. In His
another pieces, such as “+& UARFUTF and “$lddt A% and “Q148
MACE BAa" the ‘clock’ motive becomes main object in criticizing the
modern society. The characters in these pieces represents the corrupted
beings who cares for nothing but money and fame, and who are buried in
the everydayness. Lee, by contradicting the binary confliction of the soul
vs. the material, satirizes the un—trueness of the modem being's human
nature. In this sense some aspect of Lee's play meets up with the
Existentialism.

For Korea, 1960s was the time of barbarious gluttony in pursuit of
fetish. The domain of the mental spirit also became materialistic, and the
object of exchange value. In “@I1A]" the Professor becomes the slave of
time in order to earn profit. The Professor becomes alienated from
everything else for the labor he doesn't want to commit. The professor
reads the newspaper which has the same article of three years ago. Thus

is the writer's motive to show how meaningless and hypocritical underly in
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the optimism of the 60s. In “ZHE UAARFYTY, the main character
‘Sang—Bum(#7 1)’ glimpse on the pornographic magazine when he is
alone, savors the female spectator in the movie theater, steal a glance at
the women’s body in the church. The act of ‘Sang—Bum’ can be regarded
as the voveurism and scopophilia. He confines the woman whom he had
his desire fixed upon in his domain. Such an act can be looked upon as
the act of Capitalistic gluttony. Lee's other plays show this kind of aspect.
And by this kind of character, he criticizes the optimistic economic
development in pursuits of materialism.

Lee's characters wander around the cinema theater, US military unit,
church, park, whorehouse, hotel, cafe, and western restaurant. But they are
not flaneur in realistic term. Flaneurs, while looking at the landscape,
should be able to see the desire of others and represent his own desire in
it. But the characters in Lee's play wander around just to satisfy his own
vulgar desire. And by his characters Lee shows his bundle discontent about
the modernity and everydayness of the 60s. The reason why his plays has
s0 cold and dry atmosphere is because he only had accented the negative
aspect of the modemity and eveydayness of modem city, and neglected

the resistibility and productivity lying in the spirit of everydayness.



