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CABSTRACT

Repetitional Structure and Philosophy of Repetition
in Dramas of Lee Kang—Back

Back, Hyun—Mi

Lee Kang Back is a playwriter who uses structure of repetition as a
principle in writing plays, from his first play “Five”(1971) to his recent play
“Feeling, Like Paradise’(1998). For his plays, repetition is a form as well
as a content. Specially, he has expressed the Asian outlook of universe by
using repetitional structure. In this article, 1 analyzed three aspects of
repetitional structure in his plays and threw light on the meaning of the
structures.

Repetition is a structural principle in literature and is also a philosophy
that expresses an outlook on the world and a perspective on phenomenon.
Structuralists such as Victor Shkiouski and Roman Jakobson emphasized
the principle of repetition as the form that makes meaning in literature.
On the other hand, philosophers such as Jacques Derrida and Gilles
Deleuze have reinterpreted repetition, stressing a dynamic aspect of
repetition that is based on difference, criticizing the interpretation that

repetition is the regeneration of the same. These tendencies of philosophy
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are connected with the outlook on the world of Asian traditional
philosophies. Lau=tzu{-£-7 and Chuang—tzuliit: [ discussed the order of
universe that is repeated in the difference on existing/nonexisting,
living/dying, right doing/wrong doing. In this logical connection, the
repetitional structures in Yee Kang Back's plays can be analyzed.

In his plays, there are three kinds of repetition. repetition of accident,
repetition of first scene and last scene, and repetition of a main play and
‘a play inset within the main play’. These three kinds of repetition show
different meanings according to individual plays. In one group of plays,
these three kinds of repetition emerge as the media that express tragic
outlook on the world. In the other group of plays, these repetitions
emerge as the media that express Asian outlook on the world.

In the first group, there are “Five(t}4)", “Ega(&h)”, “Sentry(3h3",
“‘Homoseparatus® WA S2}E2~" ‘A Man Who FirestEA] & @A,
“Youngja and Jintaek(AFe} KB’ These plays focus on problems in a
society. In these plays, our social reality is revealed as the violent system
that can't be improved. The external reality is the existing world that is
under the control of reason and power. Thus, the social reality is tragic.
Three kinds of repetition in these plays are structural frames to show the
tragic reality.

In the second group, there are ‘Foam(E&= A3}, “A Diary of Journey to
Youngwoel ($393) 27])", “Feeling, Like Paradise(’=7, =&72)". These
plays deal with the world that is repeated in the difference on
existing/monexisting, living/dving. These plays are excellent examples of
repetitional  structure corresponds to  the philosophies of Lao—tzy,
Chuang—tzu and Buddha who have discussed the difference on

existing/monexisting and its repetition. ‘Her’ death in “Foam” or the death
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of Seo—yeon is not tragic but delightful. ‘She" left the external world for
‘the pond of Tao()', and Seo—veon for 'the paradise of Buddha'. And
they also continue to live in the feelings of people, connecting death with
life and existing with nonexisting, even though they died. The separation
of Dang—jeon Jo and Si—hyang Kim is also the paradoxical parting for a
short time to meet again. For them, life as existing isn't separated from

death as nonexisting, and universe is repeated.



