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Re—discussion on the play Byungjasamin
(Three Patients, GE=A)

Yang, Seung—Gook

The play Bwungjasamin written by Jo, ll=dJae in 1912, is a very
important text in Korean modemn theatrical history, in that it has been
estimated as a first play printed in paper. However it has been studied
mostly in respect of its formal relationship with Japanese Sinpa—theatre,
and the problem of its originality has largely been ignored.

Therefore it is more important to investigate whether Buungiasamin is
an original work or an imitation. But due to the lack of absence of
evidence to confirm the originality of Byungjasamin, my research ends in
examining its reality, especially the relations between play's intemnal
structure and the contemporary educational system in the enlightenment
period of colonized Korea and Japan.

The closer research of the educational system in the early colonized
Korea shows that it is impossible to have a woman teacher and a
woman doctor, as figured in Byungiasamin. It also shows that the play's

comic devices and its plot and structure are too finely designed to regard
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it as an original text, in comparison with other latter plays in the 1910s.
But in order to reach more genuine conclusion, it will be required to

make research the fundamental text and to read it in detail.



