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Abstracts

Examination of Radio Drama of the 1940s.

—~On Breakdown and Recuperation of Patriarchy—

Yoon, Suk-=din

My work focuses on the Korean radio drama of the 1960s. Before the
promulgation of television, radio was the dominant popular medium in
Korea during this period. In particular, drama was the major venue of
radio programming. Without an exception, development of radio drama
in every nation owes much of its features to the existing narrative arts.
Whereas these early radio drama attempted to adapt the auditory features
of stage drama with minor modifications, the later period saw the
development of unique narrative possibilities as new subjects found home
in radio medium.

In the case of Korean radic drama of the 1960s, unique namative
features, however, remain largely underdeveloped. The narrative
possibilities specific to radio medium have not been rigorously explored.
Yet, it also needs to be stressed that such conservatism in Korean radio
drama is, in part, a consequence of fulfilling the popular demands.
Despite these tendencies, it is unquestionable that Korean radio drama

plaved a significant role in the genealogy of popular Korean narratives; it
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functioned as a bridge between such existing narrative mode as stage
drama, and film and television drama in later years.

Within this context, the radio drama of the 60s reflects the condition
of Korean society through the tragic portraval of fragmented and
destructive  individuals in troubled family relations. Melodrama is
particularly pertinent, here. Although greatly uprooted by Korean War,
the patriarchy in Korea began to reassert its power through social control
and domination, and, in melodrama, such ideological containment drove
the already troubled family into either total “breakdown” or tenuous
“recuperation” During the late 60s, the nation underwent the rapid
industrialization, and great demand for female labor force brought
pressure on gender relations. Melodrama attempted to come to terms
with this contemporaneous social pressure by re—assigning existing gender
roles to man and woman; vet, melodrama also helped audience realize
their marginal social positioning. The excessive identification of female
listeners to the characters of radio melodrama then partly derives from
their lived experience and stories of other women, both of which had
been deeply affected by patriarchal oppression and social contradictions.

Melodrama has shown a remarkable longevity as a popular narrative
mode in Korea, changing its contour from one medium to another, This
transformation is possible because melodrama has projected the unique
world that corresponded to the various social conditions. For this reason,
textual analysis of melodrama is more urgent than ever. My endeavor
aims to facilitate picturing grand genealogy of Korean popular narrative

modes in which melodrama remains significant.



