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Abstract

A Study on the Division of Periods for the History
of Korean Theatre

Kim, Sung—Hee

The purpose of this study is to review how the periods for the history
of Korean theatre are divided in the books and what criteria or viewpoints
are emploved for the division, and thereby, find more reasonable and
useful criteria to describe the modern drama or theatre history.

Most of the drama or theatre history books written in South and North
Koreas employ some positivism methods to divide the drama or theatre
history, but show some trends in their division of drama history. For the
traditional dramas, they tend to divide the theatre history according to the
same dynasty division as general history books or use the trisectional
division of ancient—medieval-modern. In contrast, they tend to employ
diverse criteria to divide the history of modern theatre: (1) division by 10
years, (2) division by social change and theatre development combined, (3)
division by theatre troupes, (4) division by play writers, (5) division by
central ideology and (6) division by style.

The theatre history may well be divided into periods by the theatre
historians depending on their view of history, drama or criticism, but it is

deemed more desirable to divide the theatre history in reference to social
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change chronicle and in—theatre momentum if we want to establish some
criteria for division of theatre history covering a variety of theatre genres.

In addition, since some authors have attempted to describe the drama
history in a comprehensive way, it seems to be required of drama and
theatre historians to describe the theatre history from diverse viewpoints:
theatre troupes, actors and actresses, criticism, stage design, theatre artists,
etc. Moreover, theatre historians are also requested to atternpt to write a
unified theatre history beyond the theatre history divided between South
and North,



