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Abstract

An Introduction to Study on the Tradition Discourse
in Korea Modern Drama History

Back, Hyun—Mi

In this thesis, | tried to examine the three connections between the
discussion of tradition and modernity, and the way to study the tradition
discourses in Korean modern drama. This thesis will be an introduction of
the study about the tradition discourses on Korean modern drama that will
be studied intensively in the near future.

The concepts of tradition are brought differently with the change of the
times. The first discourse of tradition is the view of 'tradition based on
folkiore in traditional society'. The early folklorists and enlightening
modernists considered that tradition disappeared in modern society, and
that tradition is an obstacle of modemization. This tendency was stronger
in the postcolonized countries. The second discourse of tradition is the
view of 'tradition connecting with modernity transcendentally’. This view is
split into two. One is brought by scholars who criticize the modernity
based on anti—tradition in western countries, and nationalistic scholars who
stress the national identity in postcolonized countries. The other is brought
by scholars who criticize the western modernity and try to discover an

alternative proposal in eastern traditional culture such as Confucian
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culture. These two tendencies are the same in respect that these are
brought in course of devising universal concept about the world. The third
discourse of tradition is the view of 'invented fradition’. In this view,
tradition is considered being invented or being selected in accordance with
ideology in diverse modemn society. This stresses on the individuality of
tradition instead of the universality. The concept of tradition that has been
brought in modern society has been diverse and has been connected with
modernity. So, we should study about the reason and the way that the
view of tradition has been changed, connecting with modernity.

The future study on the tradition discourse in Korean modern drama
history will proceed, clarifving the objects of tradition which have been
discoursed in Korean mordern drama, the subjects which have discoursed
tradition, the relation between views of tradition brought in Korean
modern drama and views of tradition brought in other adjoining field, and
finally the material base on which each view of tradition has been
depending. Namely, the study on the tradition discourse in Korean modern
drama will lighten up the way the individual subjects in the dramatic
community translate and define tradition in concrete history, examining the
connection among the elements that consist of discourse of tradition. And
the study will show the way that the discourse of tradition has been

connected with modemity in Korean drama.



