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Abstract

Performance features and cultural meanings in

Madang plays(°1g-=)

Kim, Wol—Duk

This essay examines performance features and cultural meanings of
Madang plays from the 1970's and 1980's. Madang plays were a kind of
cultural symbol against political pressure and the social contradictions of
the 70's and 80's. The positive results of their performances are that they
have kept to ideas and methods of Korean traditional theatre and accepted
people of diverse social stratums as an audience. Even though the
macro—discourse of “political democratization” made them spread wide in
the past, their influence has disintegrated nowadays, and they are largely
overlooked and under performed. They need to find new environments
and techniques and establish a new popular aesthetics.

The main subject of this writing consists of three parts. The first part is
related to the development and problems of Madang play theories. It
needs to reconcile standpoints between political movements and aesthetic
form. The second part examines the performance features of these plays.
The following seven points sum up the performance features of a Madang
play.

1) It is an anti—logocentrism performance. It is not set around verbal
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texts but body—centered performance texts. 2} The whole process of the
performance including pre—performance, performance, and post—perfor—
mance is consolidated as much as rituals or feasts. 3) The tension of
performance is constructed with a pattern of repetition or accumulation. It
prefers a weaving structure connecting different episodes like cobwebs to
such a climatic structure by causal plots from well-made plays. 4) It
concentrates on carnivalisque diction by satire, humor, wit, jest, ridicule,
and puns. Vulgar and popular language in it make the audience develop a
sense of oneness by disclosing a concealed human nature. 5) It aims to
open human relations by reflecting closed society in open space—time. 6)
Processing transformation of being and consciousness is liminal and
double—conscious in a similar way to traditional performances. 7)
Performer—audience interaction is active more than in all different
performances. It is intended as dialogue between performers and audience.

Thirdly, Madang plays present a circular relationship between social
dramas and aesthetic dramas. According to Victor Turner, who is an
anthropologist, social drama is a minimal unit of social processes and
occurs at all levels of social organization from the state to the family.
Madang plays as aesthetic dramas are meta—commentaries on social
dramas occurring from socio—cultural experiences. It is difficult to discover
such circular performances between social and aesthetic dramas as Madang

plays in Korean performance history.



