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= Abstract

Study on modern subject construction in early modern plays
| |

Lee, Seung-hee

Early modern plays are expressed in modern intellectuals who was caught and disturbed by
modern times, Modern intellectuals in early modern plays make themselves as modern subject.
This thesis starts at this point, and attempts to clear how modern subject is constructed in
eatly modern plays of Korea.

In first, 1 paid atrention to this fact : modern intellecruals of these works pursuit romantic
love, through being experienced in family tragedy by traditional marriage. As it were, they find
modern values in romantic love, and discard traditional or pre-modern values. It is seemed
clear that modern values are of modern individualism. If that is so, why they try to find
modern values in private sphere like marriage, love and woman etc? Under Japan governing,
they couldn't get a social position in public sphere which they wanted. However a problem in
modern subject construction is brought about another aspect. They pursuit modern subject only
in private sphere and then give it a capacity of the absolute as the universal. This fact means
that they didn't have a dialectic relation with the others, which indicates that the others like
family, woman became victims for the self absolutization of modern subject.

How to construct modern subject in early modern plays is like colonial modernization project
of Japan. Going ahead with modernization of colony, Japan had excluded sociality and
historicity of Chosen's own. Japan had tried to make Colony Chosen be like Japan as possible
as. It shows such analogy clearly thar, in early modern plays, woman had been forced to
remain a wise mother and good wife in private sphere, and hide her different identity. As it

were, woman is a colony of modern subject whose gender is a male. Therefore, modern subject,
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constructed by modern intellectuals and their plays in this period, is a absolutized individual,
who lacked a moral confidence in relation with both the self and the other, and that could not
but fall in anxiety. Though finding reality of poverty and expressing class consciousness in plays
after early 1920's, I think, they remain the problem of modern subject construction as it is.
I suppose thar modern subject only disguised itself as class sujbect limited to a economic

relation.



