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m Abstract

Little Theater Movement in 1950s and Wongaksa( [l &kl)

Jung, Ho—soon

The purpose of this study is to survey the developmental process of Little Theater Movement
in 19505 and Wongaksa, regarding the concepts and the relationship about small theater and
Lictle Theater Movement. The Little Theater Movement is a kind of theatrical movement for
a new dramatic spirit and its experiment against habitual and commercial existing plays and
little theater is a space and a manner of performance for Little Theater Movement,

The Little Theater Movement began as a experimental theatrical movement to create the
contents and the manner with thoughts and emotion changed by postwar society. The Little
Theater Movement groups following membership system criticized che habit of existing plays
and standed for anti-realism with the purpose of creation of modern drama. Bur plays could
not be activated and many associations of Little Theater Movement disappeared because of the
depression of dramatic world and the absence of stage.

Meanwhile Wongaksa, opened on December 1958, contributed to activation of Little Theater
Movement. Wongaksa was not an exclusive theater for plays but it played an important role
as a space for performances and experiments of Little Theater Movement groups. Wongaksa
had a problem of being inclined to formal technique and the technique of Sinpa-geuk(?)
performance played in a big theater because of its absence of performance experience in a little
theater.

However the performances of Little Theater Movement groups, mainly-played in Wongaksa,
has a significance of trying new stage experiment. Besides unexampled number of performances

activated the dramatic world and increased the audiences. In this meaning, Wongaksa can be
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a turning point not only in 1950s but also in the history of Small Theater Movement. Little
Theater Movement in 1950s presented the direction of modern theater. And it has the
significance in that it became the foundation of 1960s when real modern dramas were

experiminted.



